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[FAMILY MA CHILD AND SPOUSAL SUPPORT

Child and/or spousal support income is the amount of legally established or voluntary child/spousal support regularly received by the applicant/recipient. Voluntary payments are payments made by a legal, alleged or adjudicated parent without a court order for support.  If court ordered, the child support and spousal support may be in two separate orders.  When child and/or spousal support is court ordered, it can be con​sidered as non-continuing only if terminated by a court order and months of zero receipt are verified.  Any amount of a military allotment designated as child/spousal support is considered as child/spousal support.  

A.
VERIFICATION


Verification includes 
court records, checks or statement from the Non-
Custodial Parent (NCP), KASES etc.  Use the column “DATE” on the 
KASES Benefit 
Summary Inquiry Screen to determine the month of 
receipt.


If child support is being paid through CSE: 


1.
Use the KASES Accounting Function, “05” to determine if 



child/spousal support is paid.  


2.
Select option “21”, Benefit Summary to display the Benefit 



Selection Inquiry screen.  


3.
Select the appropriate IVD# to display the Benefit Summary 



Inquiry screen.

4.
Use the column “DATE” on the KASES Benefit Summary Inquiry 


Screen to determine the month of receipt.


5.
Access KASES during the interview, and review 
the amounts 


appearing on the KASES Benefit Summary Inquiry Screen with the 


individual.  If the individual states they have not received a 



payment listed in the $CSUP FAMILY or $ARR 
FAMILY column, 


contact CSE staff or the contracting official to 
resolve the 



discrepancy.

B.
CONSIDERATION


All child support is designated for a specific child.  When calculating 
child support, deduct the $50 disregard of support income received for 
a child applying for or receiving MA.  If more than one case, divide by 
the number of cases in which child support income is received.  If there 
is more than one child in a case receiving child support from more than 
one NCP, the $50 disregard is divided per child.


Note:  Sometimes it is more advantageous to place siblings into 
separate cases or to allow a larger share of the disregard amount in one 
case.  However, only one disregard is given regardless of the number of 
cases. A portion of the disregard must be allowed in each case.


1.  
If the amount of child support is representative of ongoing income 
consider as follows:
a.
Manually calculate the total amount of child support for the 3 prior months (do not round) and average the total to get the average monthly amount (do not round).


b.
Deduct the $50 disregard from the average monthly 
amount before entering the amount on KAMES.
EXAMPLE #1:  

Two children in a case receive child support from the same NCP.  KASES shows child support paid for both children as follows:

	April
	$105

	May
	$125

	June
	$125

	Total
	$355


The 3 months total ($355) is divided by 3 which equal $118.33.  Subtract the $50 disregard ($118.33-$50.00=$68.33).  The total ($68.33) is divided by 2 children which equals $34.16.  $34.16 is entered on KAMES for each child.

Example #2: Three children receive child support from three different NCP's.  The $50 disregard is divided per child.  Calculate as follows:

	
	Child 1
	Child 2
	Child 3

	April
	$ 50
	$ 25
	$ 60

	May
	$ 50
	$ 40
	$ 50

	June
	$ 75
	$ 55
	$ 50

	Totals
	$175
	$120
	$160


$50 disregard ÷ 3 = $16.66 round it up to $17.

Child 1

$175 ÷ 3 = $58.33 monthly average - $17 disregard = $41.33

is considered.

Child 2

$120 ÷ 3 = $40 monthly average - $17 disregard = $23

is considered.

Child 3

$160 ÷ 3 = $53.33 monthly average - $16 disregard = $37.33

is considered.

2.
If the amount of child support income is not representative of ongoing income due to a VERIFIED change in circumstances, consider the anticipated child support in the ongoing budget.

EXAMPLE: Alice applied in August.  She received $200 in the last 3 months; however, she provided a written statement from the NCP which verified that due to job loss he would only be paying $75 a month until he regained employment.  Anticipate that $75 (less the $50) in child support as the amount to be con​sidered in the ongoing budget.

3.
Support payments received for the child who is a specified relative are counted as contributions in the child’s MA case, regardless of who receives the payment.  Refer to MS 3540.

4.
Child Support received by SSI recipients:




a.
If the specified relative, who is the only member of the 

MA case due to the only eligible child receiving SSI, 

receives child support for that child, the child support is 

excluded income as the support is for the SSI child.  

Medical Support Enforcement activity is pursued for this 

SSI child.  Refer to MS 2210.




b.
If the specified relative is the SSI child's parent and receives spousal support, the spousal support is considered as a contribution.  Refer to MS 3540.

C.
 SYSTEM ENTRY


Enter the calculated monthly child support minus the $50 disregard, 
on the child’s IM Child Support unearned income screen.  Do not round.


D.
DOCUMENTATION



Document the verification source used, such as KASES, written statement from the NCP, check stubs, etc.  Document the method used to calculate child support income.  A calculator tape that shows the computations can be maintained in the 
case record as part of the documentation.]

