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If the court has ordered joint custody of a child, determine if one parent has primary physical custody.  Primary physical custody means the parent has physical custody of the child more than 50% of the time.  If one parent meets this criteria, then that parent and the child may be MA eligible, if all other eligibility criteria is met.  The MA case remains eligible during periods when the child is with the other parent (e.g., the child spends the summer break with the other parent).

If the joint custody agreement is 50/50 for physical custody and being adhered to, there is no deprivation for the child.  The child may be MA eligible in the “I” or “Y” category, but both parents' incomes would then be counted.
[If the joint custody agreement is 50/50 for physical custody and is NOT being adhere to, both parents’ incomes would not be considered if a written statement from both parents verifies this situation.] 

