Volume IV

OMTL-339
Family Medicaid

R. 9/1/09
MS 2520
INVOLUNTARY ABSENCE

The following is a list of involuntary absence deprivations, their definitions and verification requirements.
A.
SINGLE PARENT ADOPTION automatically establishes deprivation for the child since there is only one parent.

Verify the single parent adoption by viewing the adoption papers or contact with the agency which handled the adoption.  Document the type of verification used.

B.
DEPORTATION of a parent constitutes deprivation due to absence.  

Verify deportation by viewing documents in recipient's possession or by contact with law enforcement officials.

C.
INCARCERATION constitutes deprivation due to absence when commitment of a parent to a penal institution is for a period in excess of 30 days.  


1.
Verify imprisonment and length of sentence by contacting law enforcement officials.  Once the actual date the parent entered the correctional facility, or the date the facility expects the parent to be released has been verified enter the date in the field “Verified Date”.  Enter the three-digit maximum number of months the parent will be incarcerated in the field “Date parent is expected to be released”.  For example if the parent will remain incarcerated for 15 months enter 015.  If the parent will be incarcerated for life, enter 999. 



If the parent is never to be released, enter “12319999” in the field “Date parent is expected to be released”. 



Set up a spot check to review the case in the month of probable release.


2.
The otherwise eligible child may continue to receive Family MA through the month the parent returns to the home from the correctional facility.

3.
When the parent is released from the correctional facility, deter​mine eligibility as follows:



a.
If the parent returns to the home, discontinue the case effective the month following return.



b.
If the parent is released to a half-way house, depriva​tion based on incarceration still exists even if the par​ent is permitted to spend some time at home.



c.
If the parent is allowed to live at home, but is not permitted to seek work for pay, deprivation based on incarceration still exists and the case remains eligible.

D.
HOSPITALIZATION constitutes deprivation due to absence when long term care of a parent is received in a hospital.  


1.
Long term care is a period of 120 days or more.  If hospital​ization is anticipated to terminate in less than 120 days, work the case as a field determination, incapacity case.


2.
Verify hospitalization through contact with the appropriate hospital to secure the diagnosis, prognosis, and estimated length of stay.


3.
The otherwise eligible child may receive MA for the month the parent is released from the hospital.  


4.
If the parent alleges continuing incapacity, eligibility con​tinues during the period incapacity is being established.
