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VERIFICATION OF RELATIONSHIP

A.
Accept the child's birth verification and the statement of the parent, other than the alleged parent, as proof of relationship unless there is reason to doubt such statement.

B.
Verify the relationship of the relative, other than the parent

EXAMPLE:
If the relative states she is an aunt, sister of child's mother, the documentation must verify the relative is a sister of the mother, and verify the relationship of the mother to the child.

C.
An alleged parent or relative of an alleged parent must provide proof of legal paternity or evidence for AEP.  The relative of the alleged parent must also provide verification of relationship to the alleged parent.

1.
Exercise prudent judgement in determining reasonable verification of relationship for a relative other than a parent.  Although a birth certificate is a primary source for verification of relationship, if other acceptable sources are available, these sources should be utilized.

EXAMPLE:
Reasonable verification may be provided when a great aunt provides a court order giving her custody/guardianship and the court order states she is the great aunt.  In a similar situation a grandmother provides a court order giving her custody/guardianship.  However, the court order does not specify the relationship.  This cannot be her sole source of verification.

2.
When evidence is not provided or conflicting evidence, more than one affidavit, is provided for the same child, deny the application since relationship to the child cannot be established.

D. Do NOT require verification of relationship for I and Y categories for which deprivation and living in the home of a parent or other SR are not technical eligibility requirements.

E.
Acceptable proof of relationship may be one item/document or a combination of items/documents.  The following list is not intended to be all inclusive or to reflect any particular order of acceptance.

1.
State authorized/numbered birth certificate;

2.
Verification of birth registrations;

3.
Hospital record;

4.
Church documents including baptismal certificates;

5.
Statement from attending physician/midwife; 

6.
Adoption record; 

7.
INS records; 

8.
IMS Program E7, Birth Certificate Inquiries;

9.
School record;

10.
Insurance policy;

11.
Medical records, including immunization record;

12.
Passport/immigration/naturalization papers;

13.
Driver's license; 

14.
Family Bible; 

15.
Military records;

16.
Marriage and/or divorce records; or

17.
If there is no other source of verification available, and ONLY AFTER the Field Services Supervisor provides approval, obtain a notarized statement from an individual having specific knowledge about the relationship between the applicant/recipient and child.  The statement must include:

a.
Name of the child;

b.
Date of birth;

c.
Place of birth;

d.
Individual's relationship to the child; and

e.
Basis of the individual's knowledge.

