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ADMINISTRATIVE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONSHIP

[Determine administrative establishment of relationship (AER) when either the alleged parent or his relative applies for Family MA or AFDC Related MA, or the alleged parent is in the home.]

A.
In order to make this determination, one of the following types of evidence must be provided.  If determining AER on an alleged parent in the home, the evidence must be readily available in the case record to the worker.
1.
A birth certificate listing the alleged parent;

2.
Legal documents such as hospital records, juvenile court records, wills, and other court records which clearly indicate the relationship of the alleged parent or relative;

3.
Receipt of statutory benefits as a result of the alleged par​ent's circumstances; or

4.
A notarized statement or affidavit of either parent acknowledg​ing relationship PLUS one of the following:
a.
School records;

b.
Bible records;

c.
Immigration records;

d.
Naturalization records;

e.
Church documents, such as baptismal certificates;

f.
Passport;

g.
Military records;

h.
U.S. Census records; or

i.
Sworn statement or affidavit from an individual having specific knowledge about the relationship between the alleged parent and child.  The statement must include:

(1)
Name of the child;

(2)
Date of birth;

(3)
Place of birth;

(4)
Individual's relationship to the child; and

(5)
Basis of the individual’s knowledge.

B.
In cases in which the parent or, in the absence of the parent, the caretaker relative states the individual listed in items A1 or A2 is not the actual mother/father of the child:

1.
The parent/caretaker relative may provide substantiating evi​dence that the information was erroneous and identify the alleged parent by providing a sworn statement or affidavit containing the following:

a.
The erroneous information originally provided; and

b.
The correct identity of the alleged parent.

EXAMPLE:
The caretaker relative has proof that the parent named on the birth certificate was incarcerated for the 12 months prior to child's birth.

2.
When the case record contains the above sworn statement or affidavit and substantiating evidence to refute the original information, do not administratively establish relationship for the individual listed on the birth certificate or legal docu​ments.  If AER has previously been established for the alleged parent now cited as being erroneous, consider it no longer valid.
3.
Once a sworn statement or affidavit is submitted to change the parent, the rebuttal process cannot be used again to refute it. 

4.
Evidence of parentage as outlined in items A3 and A4 cannot be refuted or changed through this process.

