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EMERGENCY SHELTER

Consider an individual or family group as living in an emergency shel​ter, when in a public institution on a temporary basis while awaiting a placement appropriate to the needs.  [For example, if a child is in a detention center until a foster home placement can be made, the child is in an emergency shelter.  If a child is in a detention center and is or will be committed to a Division of Protection and Permanency (P&P) residential facility, such as Green River Boys Camp, the child is considered to be living in a public institution.]
A.
The individual is not technically eligible when in a public institu​tion serving a sentence or awaiting trial, or in a public detention facility because of a delinquent or status offense.  
B.
Individuals or family groups who are in an emergency shelter for a temporary period of time are eligible for MA under certain condi​tions.  These conditions are as follows:

1.
The individual or family group must be residents of emergency shelters no more than 3 months in any 12-month period;  and

2.
The individual or family group must be otherwise eligible when outside the emergency shelter.  Eligibility must have existed immediately prior to admittance to the shelter or must exist immediately after leaving the shelter.

[C.]
Spot check MA recipients residing in emergency shelters each month.  

1.
Ensure the individual has been a resident of the shelter for no more than 3 months in a 12-month period;  and

2.
Take appropriate case action when the individual leaves the shelter.

[D.
Consider income and resources of the individual or family group residing in an emergency shelter the same as for a "P" child in foster care.  See Volume IV, MS 3120.]
