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Subject:
Annual Cost–of-Living Changes for Utility and Income Standards, Shelter Deductions
Volume II

MS 5000, Resource Maximums, is revised to reflect an increase in the maximum SNAP resource limit.

MS 5200, Income Eligibility Scale, is revised to reflect the annual COLA changes to the maximum and net income limits. 
MS 5400, Deductions, General, is revised to reflect the annual COLA changes to the standard deduction for all households. 
MS 5470, Allowable Shelter Deductions is revised to reflect the updated surcharge added to insurance premiums. 
MS 5485, Treatment of Homeless Households with Shelter Costs, is revised to remove client statement as an acceptable verification source and for clarity.

MS 5490, Heating and Cooling Costs/Standard Utility Allowance, is revised to clarify that LIHEAP and other utility assistance payments must be received at the household’s current residence to qualify for the SUA deduction and to update the SUA amount to $299.  It is further revised to remove the effective date of the updated HEPRE105 RPT HEAP MASTER list, as the effective date is yet to be determined.

MS 5498, Non-Heating and Non-Cooling Costs/ Basic Utility Allowance, is revised to reflect the updated BUA and telephone standard.  

MS 5800, Calculation of Allotment, is revised to reflect the annual COLA change to the Maximum Shelter Deduction, change to the minimum allotment,  and to revise the maximum SNAP allotment for the household size.
