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Subject:  Various Manual Section Changes - QC Disqualification, Utility Standard Changes, and Annual Income Standard Changes 
Volume I
MS 0900, Determining Eligibility through Extensive Review, is revised to correct language explaining how the DETER question on KAMES is answered, add the county names DETER operates in, correct minor language usage, capitalize the word DETER and remove the obsolete web link. 

MS 1020, Trafficking and Retailer Fraud, is revised to add information to Example 1.

MS 1050, How to Process an Intentional Program Violation Claim, is revised to add no further administrative appeal procedure exists after an individual waives his/her right to an Administrative Disqualification Hearing and a disqualification penalty is imposed.  

MS 1060, Criteria for Pursuing an Intentional Program Violation Claim, is revised to remove Form FS-8, Food Benefits Reporting Requirements Handout, as it is obsolete and to change the term food stamps to SNAP.

MS 0390, Refusal to Cooperate with QC, is revised to state the disqualification will follow the person who failed to cooperate.  It is also revised to change the number of days from 95 to 125 days that an individual has to comply with State QC if they reapply and to change the number of months from 7 to 9 months that an individual has to comply with Federal QC if they reapply. It is further revised to incorporate information in Volume VI, MS 5650, Refusal to Cooperate with Quality Control, which is now obsolete. In addition, it is also revised for clarity, formatting and to change the reference from PA-105 to MA-105.

Volume II
MS 2900, Alien Status, is revised to clarify which individuals meet the definition of “certain Hmong or Highland Laotians”. 
MS 3280 , SAFE Recertification Processing, is revised to clarify which discontinuance reason is used on the notice generated when a SAFE recertification is not entered on the system by the end of the household’s certification period. 

MS 5000, Resource Maximums, is revised for households to reflect the updated resource amount which include a disabled member or member age 60 or over.

MS 5200, Income Eligibility Scale, is revised due to annual Basis of Issuance (BOI) changes to reflect the maximum income limits (130% and 165%) and net income limits.

MS 5400, Deductions, General, is revised due to annual BOI changes to reflect the increase in the standard deduction for all households.
MS 5470, Allowable Shelter Deductions, is revised to update the example on calculating a shelter deduction for an open ended mortgage.

MS 5490, Heating and Cooling Costs/Standard Utility Allowance, is revised to reflect the updated SUA amount effective October 1, 2011.
MS 5498, Non-Heating and Non-Cooling Costs/Basic Utility Allowance, is revised to reflect the updated BUA amount effective October 1, 2011. It is also further revised to separate “sewage” from “water or sewage.”
MS 5800, Calculations of Allotment, is revised due to BOI changes to reflect the change in the Maximum Shelter Deduction.

Volume VI

MS 5650, Refusal to Cooperate with Quality Control, is obsolete, as it is incorporated into Volume I, MS 0390.

2

