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Subject:
Volume I Dismissal Final Orders; Volume II Shelter and Household Composition Revisions
Volume I
MS 0510, Recommended Order, is revised to add if no exception is taken to a Recommended Order of Dismissal then the Recommended Order becomes the Final Order 15 days from issuance of the Recommended Order.  
Volume II
The Table of Contents is revised to remove MS 8240, Mutilated/Improperly Manufactured Coupons, as this is now obsolete.  It is further revised to change the title of MS 2900 from Immigrant Status to Alien Status.  
MS 2900, Alien Status, is revised to update the status of Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants (SIVs) to refugee status and remove the 6 to 8 month eligibility period.  It is further revised to change the reference from immigrants to aliens for consistency with FNS wording. 
MS 5470, Allowable Shelter Deductions, is revised to simplify policies and procedures for shelter deductions and shelter verification.  
MS 5480, Disallowable Shelter Costs, is revised to remove the reference to credit life.  It is also revised to add charges for recoupment and for keeping a pet are not allowable deductions. 
MS 5500, Treatment of Utility Expenses, is revised to clarify policy with regards to separate households that separate utility expenses.

MS 6710, Reporting Requirements for Pending Applications, is revised to clarify reporting requirements from the time of the interview until the case is processed. 

MS 7000, Required Verification at Application, is revised to simplify policies and procedures for shelter deductions and shelter verification.  It is further revised to add alien status and student status.  It is also revised to further clarify what is considered questionable verification.  Additionally, it is revised to add client statement can be used as verification of last resort. 
MS 7020, Verification of Questionable Information, is revised to remove the requirement of sending a form PAFS-15, Authorization for Release of Information, to financial institutions for account information.  

MS 7030, Required Verification at Recertification, is revised to simplify the policies and procedures for shelter verification.
MS 7050, Sources of Verification, is revised to add client statement can be used as verification of last resort. 
Additionally, all the manual sections listed above are revised to change the reference from “stamp” to “benefits”.

MS 8240, Mutilated/Improperly Manufactured Coupons, is obsolete.
Patricia R. Wilson, Commissioner






