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Subject:
Applying and Curing the KWP Penalty
This OMTL revises the penalty section of Volume IIIA. Effective 7/7/08 the effective date of the KWP penalty is changed to comply with federal requirements. 

Volume IIIA

The Table of Contents is revised to change the titles for MS 4750 to Applying the KWP Penalty and MS 4770 to Curing the KWP Sanction.
MS 4750, Applying the KWP Penalty, is revised for clarity and to incorporate OM Update No. 07-13, MS 99762 and Errata dated 5/1/07 and OM Update No. 05-27, MS 99711 dated 8/1/05.  The requirement that two contacts be attempted with the family prior to imposing the full-family sanction is not incorporated as policy is revised to no longer require contacts.
MS 4750 is also revised to provide instruction on entering the date of the KWP prorata penalty. The penalty is applied using the effective date of the reduction of the K-TAP benefits as the date the worker enters in the “Effective Date” field on STEP.  This section is revised to remove the statement that supportive services are available to individuals with a KWP penalty once a cure date is entered.  In addition, the statement regarding supportive services and a child support penalty is removed.  Although these statements remain true, the instruction will be moved to the appropriate manual sections.
The worker cannot enter a future date in the “Effective Date” field on STEP prior to 7/7/08.

MS 4750 is further revised to remove the link to the clarification.  The clarification to Debbie Fitzgerrel, dated 6/3/03 and titled “OMPU 03-16 Question” is obsolete as the information is in the manual material.

MS 4770, Curing the KWP Sanction, is revised to incorporate OM Update No. 05-27, MS 99711 dated 8/1/05 and to include the new procedure for curing a KWP penalty. In addition, MS 4770 is revised to remove the policy that the KWP penalty is cured when the K-TAP case discontinues.  The KWP penalty remains on STEP until the participant complies with KWP activities for 2 weeks or meets good cause or exemption criteria.  If the individual successfully participates for 2 weeks or is willing to participate but an activity is not available in the 2-week period, consider the penalty cured as of the first day of the month following the month the individual agreed to participate.
MS 4770 is also revised to provide instruction to delete the sanction on STEP if a KWP penalty is cured before the effective month of the KWP penalty.  If the KWP penalty is deleted, manually remove the month of KWP penalty from “YY” tracking screen.
MS 4770 is further revised to remove the clarification links.  The first was directed to Debbie Fitzgerrel, dated 6/3/03, titled “OMPU 03-16 Question”.  The second was directed to Jo Davis, dated 5/14/03, titled “Curing Sanction”.  This information is incorporated in the manual material.

Volume X

OM Upd. No. 05-27, MS 99711, 8/1/05, is revised to remove the cross-reference to Volume IIIA, MS 4750.

OM Upd. No. 07-13, MS 99762, 5/1/07, and its Errata are revised to remove the cross-reference to Volume IIIA, MS 4750.

Patricia R. Wilson, Commissioner
