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MS 2900 is revised to state that effective 10/1/03, eligibility for Food Stamp benefits is restored to all legal immigrant children under age 18, regardless of date of entry into United States (current law limits eligibility to children who were in the country on 8/22/96). Sponsor income will not be countable to the child. These changes are a result of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill).

Use the following procedures to process affected cases:

All children that qualify under the new policy and have an application pending on September 30, 2003, will receive a full month’s benefits for October, if eligible. The qualified alien children will be shown as ineligible for the month of application, September 2003, but eligible effective October 2003, when the application is processed.

FS applications for households in which some of the members are eligible on October 1, 2003, and other members are eligible prior to this date must have FS applications processed according to regular timeframes.

Eligibility and benefit amount for households with ineligible members will be determined by using the same application for September and October. Eligibility and benefit amount for September is determined by using the policy as it exists in September 2003.  Apply the new policy to appropriate household members to determine FS eligibility and benefit amount for October 2003.

Applications

Note:  Use the following workarounds only for FS applications that are dated September 2003 and recertifications effective October 2003 to insure all affected individuals receive benefits beginning October 1, 2003.

Example 1:  If a household of 5 applies in September 2003 and 3 of the members are eligible and 2 become eligible in October 2003, the application is processed for the eligible members. Enter the “IA” alien code for any ineligible alien children in the case. The day after approving the case, add the ineligible children and enter “EA” alien code. If the system uploads a “Y” for the question, “Is this case eligible for a supplemental?”, change this to “N”. If any benefits are owed to the household, manually issue the supplemental.

Example 2:  If a household applies for FS benefits in September 2003 and all the members are ineligible for the application month (September), but are eligible for the ongoing month (October), enter “EA” for alien “verify source”; answer “Y” to the question, “DID HE/SHE RECEIVE FS IN ANOTHER STATE?” with a “Y” for September and “N” for October.

Recertifications

If a FS household recertifies in September 2003 effective for October, and a member(s) becomes eligible in October, answer “EA” for those alien children whose eligibility starts October 2003 and ensure that the “supplemental” question is answered "N”.

MS 3000 is revised to include noncitizens under the age of 18 as individual who are exempt from deeming provisions, if otherwise eligible for FS.

MS 3060 is revised to state that sponsor income is not countable to aliens under the age of 18.

MS 8110 is revised to state that form PAFS-2, Application Letter or Notice of Expiration, should not be sent to households that meet Simplified Reporting (SR) requirements.

Dietra Paris, Commissioner







