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Effective February 1, 2002, as a result of changes in Federal regulations and an approved waiver, the reporting requirements changed for households with earnings.  Between certification periods, households with earnings need only report when their income exceeds 130% of the federal poverty level for their household size.  The positive impact of Simplified Reporting is that it will reduce error rates, ease the burden for working families, provide longer certification periods, and allow a reduction in case workload.

FS households without countable earnings will continue to report changes using the standard food stamp reporting criteria.  For claims determination, households with new employment must still report within 10 days of becoming aware of obtaining a new job.  Once subject to SR requirements, FS households only have to report changes if their gross monthly income is above the 130% poverty level for their household.  FS households subject to SR do not convert (using 4 and 1/3 or 2 and 1/6) their income to arrive at a monthly total when comparing their gross monthly income to the 130% poverty level, the household only totals the monthly amount.  Do not convert SR households earned income when comparing to the poverty level, only when determining the FS household’s on-going eligibility.  Quality Control and Management Evaluation reviews will be conducted based on the new policy.  

Please note that reporting requirements for K-TAP and Medical Assistance have not changed; SR only applies to food stamp cases.

On January 2, 2002, a mass mailing was sent to advise FS households with earned income about SR.  Effective February 1, 2002, the KAMES system will identify which households are SR.  On the night of 2/1/02, a conversion will run to identify active and suspended food stamp cases with earned income.  Food stamp cases subject to SR with a certification period greater than 7/31/02 will have the end date shortened to 7/31/02.  Please reference ELO-02-01-02, dated 1/11/02, subject, “Simplified Reporting”, for a list of notices and handout that explains SR.

Volume II

The Table of Contents is revised to add MS 6705, Simplified Reporting Requirements.

MS 6600 is revised to state that all earned income households, including self-employed households, are certified for six months.  MS 6600 is also revised to state that households certified more than 12 months that incur one-time medical expenses in the first 12 months may have their expenses averaged over the remainder of the first 12 months of the certification period; or budgeted in one month; or averaged over the remainder of the certification period.

MS 6700 has been revised to add reference to the simplified reporting requirements and add the ABAWD statement of working below 20 hours per week.

MS 6705 is created to provide new procedures for the reporting requirements for households with earnings.

MS 6730 is revised to note the change of reporting requirements for earnings households in MS 6705.

Dietra Paris, Commissioner







