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COUPLES LIVING APART


A.
COUPLES IN SAME PCH OR FCH.

1.
Couples residing in the same PCH or FCH or residing in the same room in a PCH or FCH are considered as living apart for relative responsibility purposes.  Living apart means no long​er living together in a household.

2.
For the month the couple cease living together in a household, combine income of the couple and consider 1/2 available to each.  

3.
Consider each member of the couple as an individual the month following the month the couple cease living together in a household.

4.
If consideration as an individual results in ineligibility of either spouse at any time, compute income as a couple, count​ing 1/2 their combined income available to each.

B.
COUPLES IN DIFFERENT PCH OR FCH, BOTH APPLYING FOR OR RECEIVING PCH or FCH.

1.
For the month the couple cease living together in a household, combine the income of the couple and consider 1/2 available to each.

2.
Consider only income of the individual as available beginning the month after the month of separation.

3.
If consideration as an individual results in ineligibility of either spouse, the ineligible spouse's State Supplementation payment is discon​tinued.  Consider separate spend down eligibility for the ineligible spouse.

C.
COUPLES, ONE APPLYING FOR OR RECEIVING CARETAKER SERVICES, PCH OR FCH, AND THE OTHER SPOUSE IS NOT RECEIVING STATE SUPPLEMENTATION.

1.
For the month of separation.

a.
Deem no income to the applicant if the spouse's gross income is less than or equal to the difference between the SSI payment standard for an individual and the SSI payment standard for a couple.

b.
Determine the amount of income available to the applicant if the spouse has gross income greater than the differ​ence between the SSI payment standard for an individual and the SSI payment standard for a couple, as follows:

(1)
Determine income of the spouse.

(2)
Deduct the following:

(a)
For the ineligible spouse, deduct 1/2 the SSI payment standard;

(b)
For each minor child without income, deduct 1/2 the SSI payment standard;

(c)
For each minor child with income less than 1/2 the SSI payment standard, deduct the difference between 1/2 the SSI payment standard and the child's income; and

(d)
For each minor child with income greater than 1/2 the SSI payment standard, make no deduction.

(3)
Consider remaining amount of the spouse's income, if any, available to the applicant.

2.
Beginning the month after the month of separation, consider income of the spouse actually contributed to the applicant.


[D.
COUPLES, ONE APPLYING FOR OR RECEIVING STATE SUPPLEMENTATION AND THE OTHER SPOUSE INSTITUTIONALIZED.



If one member of the couple is institutionalized and the other spouse maintains a home, income in the amount of the SSI program standard for one is conserved for the spouse at home.]
