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For an individual or a married couple living together or apart, use regular Aged, Blind or Disabled MA policy for relative responsibility, income verification and consideration to determine financial eligibility for Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB), Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB), or Medicare Qualified Individuals Group 1 (QI1) with the following exceptions.  

		For each of the following situations, use the maximum income limit from the appropriate QMB, SLMB, or QI1 income scale for a married couple:

	A.	If there is an ineligible spouse and dependent children: 

	1.	The spouse’s gross income can be allocated to each child to reduce the countable income of the ineligible spouse.  The allocation is equal to ½ of the QMB, SLMB or QI1 income scale for each child.

		[Example 1: A household consists of a Medicare recipient receiving unearned income of $936.90 RSDI; her ineligible spouse receives RSDI of $850 and 2 dependent children. Use the current QMB income standard for an individual.  Allocate ½ of the standard to each child of $490.50 for a total of $981 subtracted from ineligible spouse’s income leaving $0 income considered to the Medicare recipient.  Client would be eligible for QMB.]
			  
		Note: Do not allocate income from the ineligible spouse to any child whose countable income exceeds ½ the appropriate maximum income limit for one.  Using the example above, if one of the children had income over ½ of the QMB standard then none of the ineligible spouse’s income would be allocated to that child.

              [Example 2: A household consists of the same members as example 1, except that the one child receives child support of $300 monthly.  In that situation this child would be allocated $190.50 ($490.50 - $300) and the other child would be allocated $490.50.  Add $190.50 + $490.50 = $681.  Subtract $681 from $850 for a countable amount of $169 for the ineligible spouse.]  

	2.	Compare the ineligible spouse's remaining income to the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum income limit for two.  

		[Example:  Using example 2 above, add the allocation deemed to the children for a total of $681. Subtract the result from the ineligible spouse’s income; $850- $681 = $169. Compare the remainder to the difference between the QMB standard for an individual of $981 and the QMB standard for a couple of $1328 for a difference of $347.]    
			
a. If the result is equal to or less than the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum income limit for two, DO NOT consider any of the ineligible spouse's income to the QMB/SLMB/QI1 individual; or

b. If the result is greater than the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum limit for two, consider the remaining amount available to the QMB/SLMB/QI1 individual.

Note:  In the example above the income of the ineligible spouse would not be considered towards the Medicare recipient. 

	3.	If the income is over the limit for a QMB couple, the same calculations to reduce the ineligible spouse’s income are applied by using the SLMB income scales.  

              Note: Using the SLMB scales may reduce the countable income to within the QMB income limit, however, SLMB is approved rather than QMB as the SLMB disregard was used to get to the net income.  The same applies for QI1. 

B.	If there is an ineligible spouse and no dependent children:

1. 	Compare the ineligible spouse's gross income to the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum income limit for two;

		a.   If the ineligible spouse’s gross income is equal to or less than the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum income limit for two, DO NOT consider any of the ineligible spouse's gross income to the QMB/SLMB/QI1 individual; or

		b.	If the ineligible spouse's gross income is greater than the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one and the appropriate maximum income limit for two, consider the gross income as being available to the QMB/SLMB/QI1 individual.

	2.	The countable income of the QMB/SLMB/QI1 individual is compared to the appropriate maximum limit for two, even if there is deemed spousal income.

C.	For individuals dually eligible for QMB/SLMB and SCL, waiver services, State Supplementation, Pass Through or non-institutional Hospice, who have a spouse living in the home:

	1.	Continue to consider the eligible spouse's income. Compare the countable income to the appropriate scale for a couple.

	2.	Continue to consider the ineligible spouse's income if greater than the difference between the appropriate maximum income limit for one to the appropriate maximum income limit for two.  Compare the countable income to the appropriate income scale for a couple.  

              [Example: The ineligible spouse’s income is $300 monthly.  The difference between the QMB maximum for one of $981 subtracted from the maximum for two of $1328 equals $347.  Compare the gross income of the ineligible spouse of $300 to the difference of $347.  If less than the difference, then none of the ineligible spouse’s income is considered towards dual eligibility for individual.] 
 
		If greater than the difference, consider this income during the month of election as well as the months after election to SCL, waiver services, State Supplementation, Pass Through or non-institutional Hospice for the QMB/SLMB eligibility determination. 

              Although KAMES does not consider the ineligible spouse’s income available for purposes of waiver vendor payments after 30 days separation, it does count the income of the ineligible spouse when determining dual eligibility.  
