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   TECHNICAL ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM
The individual must meet all technical eligibility requirements for Aged, Blind, or Disabled MA, except Third Party Liability.  The QMB individual must receive Medicare Part A.  SLMB and QI1 individuals must receive both Medicare Part A and B.  Receipt of Medicare may be verified by: making a copy of the Medicare card, written verification from SSA, or by viewing IMS Bendex file, Program 39.  Document in case comments how Medicare receipt was verified.  
A.
Technical Eligibility for QMB:
Individuals applying for QMB must receive Medicare Part A.  Open enrollment for Medicare Part A is January - March of each year.  Individuals may enroll in Medicare Part A during the annual open enrollment period.  

1.
Annual Open Enrollment Period



a.
Individuals who do enroll in Medicare Part A during the annual open enrollment period do not become eligible for receipt of Part A until July.  If these individuals request QMB benefits prior to becoming eligible for Medicare Part A, complete an Inquiry/Update PA-97, on KAMES.  Specify on the KAMES PA-97 that the applicant has been advised to return to the local office in May or June to make application to determine QMB eligibility.  Process the QMB application no later than the end of June to coincide with the first month of Medicare Part A receipt in July.



b.
Individuals who miss the open enrollment period in the current year cannot enroll in Medicare Part A until the open enrollment period in the following year.


2.
Conditional Enrollment
Some individuals enroll in Medicare Part A with the condition that they are eligible for QMB benefits so that the incurred premium will be paid under the QMB program.  These individuals still must meet all technical and financial eligibility requirements for the QMB program.  SSA provides the names of conditional enrollees to the Agency and verifies eligibility for and the effective date of Medicare Part A.



a.
Send appointment letters to each individual to schedule a QMB application appointment.



b.
Schedule the appointment in a timely manner to allow the QMB application to be processed with a QMB effective date to coincide with the Medicare Part A effective date.



c.
Appointment letters for individuals who fail to keep a scheduled appointment are to be kept in a designated local office file for a period of 1 year.



d.
As these individuals do not have Medicare cards, document the case record regarding conditional enrollment and verification of Medicare Part A eligibility by SSA.

B.
Technical Eligibility for SLMB and QI1:

SLMB and QI1 individuals must receive both Medicare Part A and B.  These individuals only receive buy-in for their Part B Medicare premium.  SLMB and QI1 individuals do not receive limited MA for Medicare co-pays and deductibles.  

