Volume IVA

OMTL-359
Medicaid and State Supplementation

R. 3/1/10
MS 4400
MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Medicare Savings Programs can assist individuals/couples in paying for their Medicare Premiums.  Medicare Savings Programs include: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB), Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB), and Medicare Qualified Individuals Group 1 (QI1).  QMB, SLMB and QI1 individuals must meet all technical eligibility requirements for Aged, Blind or Disabled MA.
Individuals may receive benefits in the QMB or SLMB categories in addition to regular MA benefits in another category. This is dual eligibility.  However, QI1 recipients are not dually eligible for any category of Medicaid.
A.
QMB
QMB recipients are eligible for limited MA and for Buy-In.  Coverage for QMB individuals provides for payment of Medicare Part A and Medicare Part B premiums, Medicare deductibles, and Medicare coinsurance amounts.  Due to payment of coinsurance amounts, QMB coverage is extend​ed to all Medicare services or items outside the scope of MA coverage except:

1.
Limit coverage for individuals eligible only for QMB to the above.  Other MA covered services such as prescription drugs and medical transportation are not covered.


2.
QMB does not cover Medicare deductibles and coinsurance for individuals age 21, or age 22 if uninterrupted treatment began prior to age 21, through 64 in a psychiatric hospital.
B.
SLMB

For individuals whose countable income is in excess of the QMB standard, determine eligibility for SLMB.  SLMB recipients meet all of the technical requirements for QMB benefits, except for having income in excess of the QMB standard but less than or equal to the SLMB scale maximum limit.  Coverage for SLMB individuals provides for payment of the Medicare Part B premium only and may be effective three months prior to the SLMB application month.  SLMB eligibility cannot be met through spend down.
C.
QI1


Individuals who receive Medicare Parts A and B can be eligible for payment of the buy-in for their Part B payment (QI1).  Individuals ineligible for SLMB must be evaluated to see if eligibility for QI1 exists.  Because the QI1 program has limited annual funding, applications can only be approved until funds are exhausted.  DMS will advise when funding has been exhausted.
D. 
KYHealth cards are ONLY issued for recipients receiving QMB.  SLMB or QI1 recipients do not receive a KYHealth card.

E.
For services requiring co-payments refer to MS 1060.
