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MEDICAID WORKS OVERVIEW
The Kentucky Medicaid Works program offers disabled individuals who are unable to engage in Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA), but are working and are not financially eligible for regular MA the opportunity to “buy in” into Medicaid.  For an explanation of SGA, refer to MS 3912.  Medicaid Works applicants who receive Medicare may also receive Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB) or Special Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) if their income is below the income limits for the specific program.

Medicaid Works applicants with spouses must meet an initial income test.  The income limit for an ineligible spouse is $3,750 per month.  If the ineligible spouse’s income exceeds $3,750 per month, the applicant is not eligible.  If the income of the ineligible spouse does not exceed $3,750, then apply the remaining appropriate income tests as explained next.

Medicaid Works applicants that have already been determined disabled by a Federal/State entity have to pass two different income limit tests.  The first test is the unearned income limit test set by the SSI income standards.  The second is the earned income limit set by the 250% Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

Medicaid Works applicants that have NOT been determined disabled have to pass three different income limit tests.  The first test is the unearned income limit set by the SSI income standards.  The second test is the earned income limit set by the 250% FPL.  The third test is the SGA income standards.  For an explanation of SGA, refer to MS 3912. 

Medicaid Works recipients that stop working can continue to be eligible for up to 6 months as long as they intend to return to work.

