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MS 3540 
LONG TERM CARE (LTC) COUPLE


[To be considered an eligible couple, both spouses must be aged, blind or disabled, income and resource eligible as a couple, living in the same facility and room, and both must apply for Medicaid.  The applications do not have to be made at the same time.]
Re-determine MA eligibility and patient liability for both members if the spouse of an institutionalized individual enters the same or a separate LTC facility any time during the month of separation.  Coordinate the re-determination with the caseworker responsible for the case of the first spouse who entered LTC, if different.

A.
Step I - Determining MA Eligibility Using Special Income Standard

1.
Determine gross income for each member of the couple.

2.
If gross income of each member of the couple is equal to or less than the special income standard AND each member of the couple has been in LTC for 30 full consecutive days, each member is MA eligible.  Complete Step II to determine patient liability.
3.
If gross income of either member of the couple is greater than the special income standard refer to MS 3505.

B.
Step II - Determining Patient Liability for LTC individual.


1.
Spouses in the Same LTC Facility 



[To determine MA and patient liability for LTC individu​als when both spouses are in the same LTC facility and in the same room, complete the following if it is more advantageous to the couple:]
a.
Determine the couple's combined income and divide by 2.  Consider one half of the couple's income in each spouse's case.

b.
Deduct the personal needs allowance in each case.

c.
If dependents have income less than the MA scale, determine the amount required to bring the dependents’ total income up to the MA Scale for the family size.  Deduct one half of the amount in each case.  

d.
Determine the couple's combined medical expenses and deduct one half of the verified, incurred medical expenses in each case which are not subject to third party payment.  Deduct actual payments on a current or prior medical bill not covered by MA.  This may cause a monthly change in the recipient's patient liability.

e.
Add any third party payment paid directly to the facility for LTC cost, if appropriate.  Deduct one half of the amount in each case.  Do not use these payments for conservation or other deductions.

f.
The result is the individual's patient liability or pay​ment toward cost of care.  

[Note:  If it is more advantageous to the couple to treat them as separate even if they are in the same facility and same room, complete the steps below in B.2.]
2.
Spouse in a Different LTC Facility

[Treat the LTC couple as a couple during the month of separation even though they are not residing in the same household.  Beginning the month after the month of separation, treat the couple as individuals and complete the following:]
a.
Determine gross income and/or net profit of the appli​cant.  Do not consider income as a couple.

b.
Deduct the personal needs allowance in each case.

c.
Deduct increased personal needs allowance for each indi​vidual if appropriate, from the income of the individu​al.  

d.
If dependents have income less than the MA Scale, determine the amount required to bring the dependents' total income up to the MA Scale for the family size.  Deduct the amount in only one case.  Apply the deduction to the case which will most advantageous to the couple, unless the couple chooses otherwise.

e.
Deduct verified, incurred medical expenses of the LTC individual not subject to third party payment.  Deduct actual payment on a current or prior medical bill not covered by MA.  This may cause a monthly change in the recipient liability.  

f.
Add any third party payment paid directly to the facility for LTC cost, if appropriate.  Do not use these payments for conservation or other deductions.

g.
The result is the applicant's patient liability or pay​ment toward cost of care.  

[Note:  The couple is considered living apart during the month of separation when one spouse is institutionalized in LTC and the other spouse is in a Personal Care Home (PCH) or Family Care Home (FCH).]  
