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PLAN FOR ACHIEVING SELF-SUPPORT (PASS)

[PASS is an income and/or resource exclusion that allows a blind or disabled applicant/recipient who does not have the capability for self-support, to set aside income and/or resources for a work goal such as education, vocational training, or starting a business.  

PASS can enable an individual to maintain or establish SSI eligibility when the individual would otherwise be ineligible due to excess income and/or resources.  A PASS may decrease an individual’s net income used to determine MA eligibility and vendor payment, when the income considered in the PASS is excluded. 

Individuals inquiring about the PASS program are referred to the Social Security Administration (SSA).  Applications for PASS are approved or denied by SSA personnel who are trained to evaluate vocational/rehabilitative plans.  Individuals that are approved for PASS will receive Supplemental Social Security (SSI).  If an individual is denied for PASS the individual has appeal rights which are filed with SSA for reconsideration. While the PASS application is in appeal for a final decision the SSI/Medicaid application also remains pending with SSA.]       

