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FOR APPLICANTS WITH A COMMUNITY SPOUSE]
Resources of the community spouse are not considered the month after the month in which MA/patient liability is established.  Any additional resources, inheritance, lump sum, etc., subsequently received by the community spouse does not affect eligibility of the institutionalized spouse.  

A.
If neither spouse was institutionalized during the retroactive period, compare the couple's resources and income to the MA Scale/MA Standard for 2 to determine eligibility for each of the 3 retroactive months.

B.
If a spouse was institutionalized during the retroactive period, use the following procedures to establish resource eligibility of the institutionalized spouse for the retroactive period and ongoing MA eligibility.

1.
Determine the CURRENT combined countable resources of the couple.

2.
Complete forms PA-1A, Supplement C, and PA-22, if applicable, verifying re​sources of the couple.

3.
Deduct the community spouse resource allowance.  The community spouse resource allowance is the maximum amount of the cou​ple's combined resources which may be retained by the communi​ty spouse.  The community spouse resource allowance may exceed the maximum only if:

a.
A court order against the institutionalized spouse for the support of the community spouse; or

b.
A fair hearing decision establishes that resources in excess of the allowance are required for the community spouse.

Either member of the couple, the committee or representa​tive may request the fair hearing.  Hearings for this purpose are conducted within 30 days of the hearing re​quest to facilitate timely processing of the applica​tion.  The hearing officer designates a higher resource allowance, if appropriate, in the fair hearing decision.

4.
The remainder is compared to the resource allowance for an individual.

If the remaining resources are equal to or less than the allowance, the institutionalized spouse meets initial eligibility.  The institutionalized spouse is resource ineligible if the remaining resources exceed the limit.

