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An assessment of the combined countable resources of the institutional​ized spouse and community spouse is completed at the initial Medicaid Long Term Care eligibility inquiry.  The assessment is completed on form PA-22, Resource Assessment.  Form PA-22 is NOT completed if the potential applicant is not institutionalized.  A continuous period of institutionalization begins when the spouse enters LTC, receives institutionalized Hospice or non-institutionalized Hospice, or any waiver services and is expected to remain in the facility or receive services for at least 30 consecutive days.  LTC facilities, Hospice and HCBS and SCL providers are responsible for advising all new admissions of the availability of the resource assessment.
Form PA-22 is completed at every inquiry or application for applicants with a community spouse. Whenever there is a break in institutionalization of more than 30 days, a new form PA-22 must be completed at re-application based on the new circumstances. 

A.
The resource assessment, which may be completed without applying for MA, involves documenting and verifying all countable resources owned by the couple if institutionalization in LTC, Hospice or waiver, began on or after September 30, 1989.  Compare the combined countable resources to the current MA resource allowances for the institutionalized spouse and the commu​nity spouse to determine if the institutionalized spouse meets initial resource eligibility for MA.

B.
When an inquiry regarding eligibility for LTC/waiver is made and there is a community spouse, schedule an interview and advise the individual of the verification necessary for the assessment.  Complete form PA-22, Resource Assessment, in its entirety during the face-to-face interview with spouse, committee or representative. If all verification is furnished, provide each member of the couple, committee or representative with a copy of the assessment.  File the original in a designated file location in the local of​fice.  If additional information/verification is required, request the information by form PAFS-2 and tell the individual that if the information is not provided, the assessment cannot be complet​ed.  Upon receipt of the requested information, complete the assessment, provide copies to spouse, committee or representative and file the form as indicated above.  

C. The community spouse resource allowance amount is calculated only one time for a continuous period of institutionalization of the institutionalized spouse. If a resource assessment is not requested and completed prior to the application, form PA-22 must be completed at application. 
D.
If either member of the couple disagrees with the results of the assessment, the determination of the countable resources at the time of the assess​ment cannot be appealed.  Opportunity to appeal the assessment is provided if and when an application for MA for the institutionalized spouse is made.  This information is stated on form PA-22.

E.
The resource assessment must be completed within 45 days of the date of request unless there are delays due to non-receipt of verifi​cation from the requesting party or a third party, such as, a bank, insurance company, etc.  Do not use the 45 day period as a waiting period to initiate/complete the assessment.

F.
[When an application for MA is made for the institutionalized spouse, obtain the previously completed form PA-22 from the desig​nated local office file, follow directions for entry on KAMES per MS 2135, item A.2. and scan into electronic case file (ECF).  If the assessment was completed in another county, request the PA-22 assessment form from their file.  Compare resources owned by the couple at the time of the assessment to currently owned resources.  If resources are no long​er owned, explore potential transfer of resource.  Verify the amount of the remaining resources plus any resources obtained since the assessment to determine current resource eligibility.  Home equity resources in excess of $552,000 are excluded only when a community spouse, minor/dependent or disabled child(ren) reside in the home.  If none of these individuals live in the home, the LTC or waiver application is denied.]

G.
When a resource assessment is completed in another state and the applicant subsequently moves to Kentucky, and there has been no interruption in institutionalization, contact the appropriate state agency and request a copy of the resource assessment completed by that state.  Complete form PA-22 to determine the spouse’s share.  This is accomplished by using the resource amounts/types verified by the previous state's resource assessment, but applying Kentucky's resource policies.

H.
If a pre-application resource assessment is completed and the institutionalized spouse applies for Medicaid in the same period of continuous institutionalization, the community spouse resource allowance calculated for the pre-application assessment is used to determine Medicaid resource eligibility.  To capture this information, the questions, “Was pre-application resource assessment done? If yes, enter total _____”, are on line 18 of the KAMES Application General Information screen.  If worker answers “Y” (yes) to the first question, the amount of the couple’s combined countable resources from item 10a on form PA-22 is entered.  The entry is up to 8 digits and includes dollars and cents (e.g., $56,455.97 is entered 5645597).

