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MS 1570            [CITIZENSHIP AND IDENTITY REQUIREMENTS FOR






ADULT MA] 
All individuals applying for Medicaid must present proof of citizenship and proof of identity as a technical eligibility requirement or they must present proof that they are a qualified alien as specified in MS 1577 to be eligible for MA, including State Supplementation.  Aliens currently in this country on a temporary visa, including students and tourists, may be eligible for a time-limited medical card if an emergency medical condition exists.  See Vol. IVA, MS 1578.  

[Applicants who declare U.S. citizenship status but do not have adequate citizenship verification at the time of application can be approved for benefits for up to 90 days from the date of application while they attempt to obtain mandatory citizenship verification.  

Benefits cannot be denied, delayed, reduced or terminated for a period of up to 90 days from the date of application for individuals who are determined otherwise eligible and have provided all other mandatory verification while the individual is attempting to obtain the mandatory citizenship verification. See MS 1575 for additional information on the 90-day time frame.]
These citizenship and identification procedures have no effect on Medicaid eligibility determinations for qualified aliens per procedures outlined in MS 1577.  

A.
Citizenship requirements for all MA programs are as follows:

1.
The following individuals are not required to verify citizenship or identity: 


a.
Deemed eligible newborns under age 1; 


b.
Two-Month Emergency Time-Limited Medicaid applicants;


c.
SSI individuals; 


d.
Medicare recipients;



e.
Foster care children;


f.
Subsidized adoption Title IV-E children; and


g.
RSDI recipients receiving benefits based on disability.  


2.
All other individuals must present verification of citizenship. The document must be original and show a U.S. place of birth or that the person is a U.S. citizen.  First look for verification of citizenship from the primary tier, Tier 1.  If verification cannot be obtained 


from Tier 1, look into subsequent tiers for possible acceptable forms of verification.  When verification of citizenship is obtained from tiers 2, 3, 4, or if notarized statements are used, verification of identity must also be provided. If verification of identity is required, the verification must be an original document.



The following are the tiers of acceptable verification. 



a.
TIER 1 (highest reliability)

Acceptable primary documentation for identification and citizenship may 
be one of the following: 




1)
A U.S. Passport;




2)
A Certificate of Naturalization (DHS Forms N-550 or N-






570); or




3)
A Certificate of U.S. Citizenship (DHS Forms N-560 or N-561).


b.
TIER 2 (satisfactory reliability)
Acceptable secondary documentation to verify proof of citizenship:





1.)
A Certification of Birth issued by the Department of State (Form DS-1350, FS-240 or FS-545);




2.)
A U.S. birth certificate (workers may print a copy of a birth certificate from KVETS, the birth index file search program).  Workers may access the website for vital statistics to obtain information for the applicant/recipient on how they can request birth certificates from other states at http://www.vitalchek.com/listphone.asp;




3)
A U.S. Citizen I.D. card (DHS Form I-197 or I-179);




4)
The SAVE database confirms citizenship for naturalized citizens;





5)
An American Indian Card, Form I-872, issued by the Department of Homeland Security with the classification code “KIC”; 




6)
Final adoption decree;




7)
Evidence of Civil Service employment by the U.S. government before June 1976; 




8)
An official military record of service showing a U.S. place of birth; or




9)
A Northern Mariana Identification Card, Form I-873.  



c.
TIER 3 (satisfactory reliability – use only when primary or secondary evidence is not available)
Acceptable third-level documentation to verify proof of citizenship:





1.)
U.S. hospital birth record on hospital letterhead that was created at least 5 years before the initial Medicaid application date and indicates a U.S. place of birth.  (DO NOT accept a souvenir birth certificate.); 




2.)
Life, Health or other insurance record showing a U.S. place of birth that was created at least 5 years before the initial application date;




3.)
Religious records recorded in the U.S. within three months of the birth; or





4.)
Early school records. 



d.
TIER 4 (lowest reliability)
Acceptable fourth-level documentation to verify proof of citizenship:



1)
Birth records of citizenship filed with Vital Statistics within five years of the birth; or





2)
Federal or State census record showing U.S. citizenship or a U.S. place of birth for persons born 1900 through 1950. The applicant or worker completes Form DC-600, Application for Search of Census Records and Proof of Age.  In remarks, state U.S. citizenship data requested for Medicaid eligibility.  This form is on the U.S. Census website at http://www.census.gov; or




3)
Institutional admission papers from a nursing home, skilled nursing care facility or other institution that was created at least 5 years before the initial Medicaid application date and indicates a U.S. place of birth; or



4)
A medical (clinic, doctor, or hospital) record created at least 5 years before the initial Medicaid application date that indicates a U.S. place of birth unless the application is for a child under age 5; or



5)
Indian tribal records. Forward this type verification to the Medical Support and Benefits Branch for approval by the Department for Medicaid Services.  



e.
LAST RESORT
Notarized statements may be accepted for citizenship verification only when no other documentation is available.  Naturalized citizens are permitted to utilize this process as well. 





Procedures are as follows:



1.)
Written notarized statements MUST be signed under penalty of perjury, from two individuals of which only one can be related; 




2.)
These two individuals MUST have personal knowledge of the events establishing the applicant’s claim of citizenship. At least one statement must contain information regarding why other documentation is not available;  



3.)
The person signing the notarized statement must provide proof of his/her own citizenship and identity.

B.
[Identification requirements for MA programs for individuals 16 and 
older 
are as follows: 

1.
Individuals who provide acceptable primary documentation from Tier 1 have met the identification technical requirements for MA.

2.
Individuals who verify citizenship by documentation items listed in Tiers 2, 3 or 4, as well as those signing notarized statements for applicants, must also provide proof of identification.  Acceptable original documentation to verify identity consists of the following:


a.
Current state driver’s license bearing the individual’s picture or 



state identity document with the individual’s picture; or




b.
Certificate of Indian Blood, or other U.S. American Indian/Alaska Native tribal document; or



c.
Other official documentation issued by the state in which the individual resides; or



d.
The use of three or more corroborating documents such as marriage licenses, divorce decrees, high school diplomas, and employer ID cards; or



e.
Data matches or documentation from other agencies which 




include:



1)
SNAP (for head of household only);



2)
Child Support;



3)
Law enforcement;



4)
Correctional agencies, including juvenile detention;



5)
Division of Motor Vehicle records;



6)
Expired driver’s license – unless questionable;




7)
Protection and Permanency documentation, including materials relating to child protection; or  





8)
Other official documentation issued by local, state or federal governments from the individual’s place of birth or residence.



f.
The facility director or administration may attest to the identity for disabled individuals in a residential care facility.


g.
An affidavit or notarized statement signed under penalty 
of perjury by a parent or guardian attesting to the child’s identity for children age 16 or older.]


C.
[Identification for children age 16 or younger may be documented 
by one of the following:]



a.
School identification card with a photograph;




b.
Military dependent’s identification card if it contains a 





photograph;




c.
School record that shows date and place of birth and 





parent(s) name;




d.
Daycare or nursery school record showing date and place 




of birth;



e.
[Form KIP-106, Attestation of Identity, can be generated 




and 
used to verify the identity of children under the age 




of 16 applying for Medicaid, when no other proof of 





identity is available.




Note:  Form KIP-106 can only be generated at application, 




program transfer or recertification.]   
As always, assist individuals who encounter any difficulty in obtaining documentation for verification of identification and citizenship. Please be especially mindful of potential challenges facing the elderly, the disabled, the blind and those coping with other types of limitations. 

