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APPLICATION FOR ENTITLED BENEFITS
(1)

Require individuals to apply for any benefits to which they may be entitled.  These benefits include, but are not limited to, Veteran's Compensation and/or Pension, Black Lung, Retirement, Survivors, Disability Insurance (RSDI), Railroad Retirement, annuities, pensions, retirement accounts (including IRA's) and Unemployment Insurance Benefits.

A.
KTAP, State Supplementation, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), VA Aid and Attendance or welfare program cash benefits of a similar nature are NOT considered entitled benefits.

[B.
If an individual is potentially eligible for SSI, enter an application on Worker Portal.  Form PA-5.1, Report or Referral to the District Social Security Office, will system generate for the individual to apply for SSI.]   

C.
If an individual refuses to apply for entitled benefits, eligibility does not exist unless good cause for not applying is established.  Good cause includes reasons such as previous denial of benefits with no change in circumstances or inability to prove eligibility.  If any type of denial of potential benefits is alleged, require the individual to present written documentation of the denial.  

D.
Individuals are required to access IRA funds if they are at least 59 1/2 years of age, and the funds are available.  The applicant/recipient must provide verification from the financial institution that the required minimum withdrawal, based upon the individual's age is being made.  Individuals receiving disbursements from Roth IRA's must withdraw the same amount as from a traditional IRA.  The Department for Medicaid Services (DMS) does not make any distinctions between traditional and Roth IRA's.  Failure to comply with these procedures results in ineligibility for Medicaid (MA).


Note:  The community spouse is not required to take available disbursements from their retirement account.  However, the community spouse income allowance must be reduced by at least the minimum amount that can be drawn on the account.  This amount is entered as other unearned income for the community spouse and documented thoroughly in case comments.
E.
Before approval, obtain verification from the appropriate agency of application for the potential entitled benefit; however, do not deny assistance based on projected income.
[F.
Refer individuals who have reached 64 years and 9 months of age to the Social Security Administration (SSA) for a determination of eligibility for Medicare benefits.]
