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INTRODUCTION TO THE MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM
Medicare Savings Programs can assist individuals receiving Family MA or AFDC Related MA in paying for their Medicare Premiums.  Medicare Savings Programs include: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB) for individuals who receive Medicare Part A and/or Part B and Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) for individuals who receive Medicare Part B.  QMB and SLMB individuals in a Family MA or AFDC Related MA case must meet all technical eligibility requirements for Family MA or AFDC Related MA.  Individuals receiving Family MA or AFDC Related MA are not eligible to receive Medicare Qualified Individuals Group 1 (QI1) as dual eligibility does not exist for QI1 recipients in any category.  Dual eligibility can exist for QMB or SLMB individuals.  Individuals who receive QMB or SLMB benefits and regular MA benefits in another category are referred to as having dual eligibility. 
Note:  QMB/SLMB eligibility needs to be explored for any Family MA or AFDC Related MA applicant with Retirement/Survivors/Disability Income (RSDI).  Enter all Medicare information on KAMES and enter the Supplementary Medical Insurance (SMI) premium as a medical deduction.   
A.
QMB

QMB recipients are eligible for limited MA and for Buy-In.  Coverage for QMB individuals provides for payment of Medicare Part A and Medicare Part B premiums, Medicare deductibles, and Medicare coinsurance amounts.  Due to payment of coinsurance amounts, QMB coverage is extend​ed to all Medicare services or items outside the scope of MA coverage.  Individuals with dual eligibility receive the above benefits in addition to regular MA coverage.  For QMB the effective date is the first day of the month after the month of approval.  There is no retroactive coverage for QMB.
B.
SLMB

For individuals whose countable income is in excess of the QMB standard, determine eligibility for SLMB.  SLMB recipients meet all of the requirements for QMB benefits, except for having income in excess of the QMB standard but less than or equal to the SLMB Scale maximum limit.  Coverage for SLMB individuals provides for payment of the Medicare Part B premium only. SLMB is effective the month of application.  SLMB can be retroactive to 3 months prior to month of application, if all eligibility crite​ria are met. 
C.  
For additional information regarding QMB or SLMB benefits refer to Volume IVA, MS 4400 - MS 4535.
