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[Desertion is a parent’s intentional severing of his/her parental obligations and duties.  Desertion only applies to children whose parents were married at the time of the child’s birth.  Desertion should never be selected as the “Absent Parent Status” for a child who was born out of wedlock, even when paternity is established. 

A.  Desertion applies when the parent: 
	     
	1.  Is voluntarily absent from the home for 30 days or more; or

 2. Refuses to accept the child into the home for 30 days or more.

The first day of desertion is the day the parent leaves the home.   The deprivation factor of desertion begins with the 31st day of absence.

Example: If the parent leaves the home on 12/1, the deprivation factor of desertion exists as of 12/31.  Once the 30 days has elapsed, the KTAP case is approved back to the application date, if all other eligibility factors are met.

B.	The 30-day requirement is waived for the following situations:
	
         1.   The child leaves the parent because the parent was requiring the child to live under circumstances hazardous to the child;

	2.  One of the parents is court ordered to leave the home because he/she was requiring the child to live under hazardous circumstances;

	3.	  The child is voluntarily placed with relatives following a finding by Protection and Permanency that the home was unsuitable;

	4.	The child is placed with a caretaker relative by court order;

	5.	The child is eligible and receiving benefits based on the incapacity or unemployment/underemployment and one of the parents leaves the home; or

	6.	Both parents are absent.  

C. Deprivation does NOT exist if the only reason the parent is absent from the home is due to active duty in the uniformed services and intends to return to the home.  Uniformed services are defined as Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Environmental Sciences Services Administration, and Public Health Services of the United States.]
					


