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[Establish a definite period of time in which a household is eligible to receive benefits.] 

Certification periods conform to calendar months.  At initial application, the first month in the certification period is generally the month of application, even if the household's eligibility is not determined until a subsequent month, assuming that all criteria for eligibility are present for the month of application. 

At recertification, begin the certification period with the month following the last month of the previous certification period. 

[Assign all households a 6-month certification period except:
A.
Households in which all members are elderly or disabled and have no earned income.  These households are certified for 12 months.  

B.
Expedited applications with postponed verification:


1.
Taken on or before the 15th of the month are assigned a 1-month certification period.  

2.
Taken after the 15th of the month are assigned a 2-month certification period.]
If a case meeting expedited criteria provides all verification prior to approval, assign a normal certification period. 

