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For households that are not categorically eligible or expanded categorically eligible, the following resources may or may not be counted depending on the situation.  These are:

A.
Jointly held resources (i.e., checking, savings, certificate of deposit, savings bonds) are resources owned or held by more than one household.  Determine the amount to be considered as follows:


1.
Resources owned jointly by separate households are considered available in their entirety to each household, unless the household can demonstrate that the resources are inaccessible.  For households claiming that funds in an accessible jointly held checking/savings account do not be​long to the household, consider as a countable resource un​less the household does the following:  



a.
Obtains written verification from the other account holder(s) that the household has not contributed funds to the account; and



b.
Removes the name of the household member(s) from the account.  

Upon verification that the household member's name is no longer on the account, do not consider as a resource and do not consider as a transfer of resources.  This is effective with the month the member's name is removed from the account.

2.
If the household can demonstrate that it has access to only a portion of the resource, consider that portion of the re​source toward the household's resource level.  

B.
Resources of battered individuals and children residing in shelters are not counted if:


1.
The resources are jointly owned by such persons and by members of their former household; and 


2.
The shelter resident's access to the value of the resources is dependent on the agreement of a joint owner who still resides in the former household.

C.
HUD retroactive tax and utility cost subsidy payments issued as a result of Underwood vs. Harris are excluded in the month received and the following month.  Thereafter, any remaining balance is counted as a resource.

D.
Resources whose cash value is not accessible to the household, such as but not limited to, security deposits on rental property or utilities.

Exclude from consideration any resource which is available to the household, but of which the household is unaware, to the point in time the household is advised that the resource is legally avail​able.  The resource is then considered in determining eligibility.

E.
Any funds in a trust or transferred to a trust and the income pro​duced by that trust to the extent that it is not available to the household is not counted if:


1.
The trust is under the control and management of an institu​tion, corporation or organization;


2.
The trust is under the control and management of an individu​al, whether or not a household member, appointed by the court who has court imposed limitations placed on his/her use of the funds which meet the requirements outlined in this section;


If the trust can be accessed via such means as petitioning to the court and funds can be accessed for reasons with no restrictions, the money withdrawn is countable as income in the month received.

3.
The funds held in irrevocable trust are either:



a.
Established from the household's own funds, if the trust​ee uses the funds solely to make investments on behalf of the trust or to pay the educational/medical expenses of any person named by the household creating the trust;



b.
Established from non-household funds by a non-household member; or



c.
Currently in an Irrevocable Funeral Trust Agreement with a funeral home.  


4.
The trust investments do not directly involve or assist any business or corporation under the control or influence of a household member;


5.
The trust arrangement will not likely cease during the certifi​cation period; and


6.
No household member has the power to revoke the trust arrangements or change the name of beneficiary during the certifica​tion period.

F.
Money received in the form of a nonrecurring lump sum is counted as a resource in the month received and thereafter, unless specifical​ly excluded from consideration as a resource by other federal laws.  Nonrecurring lump sums are amounts such as, but not limited to: income tax refunds, or rebates; retroactive lump sum social security, SSI, public assistance, railroad retirement benefits, Tobacco Settlement Agreement Payments if received in a single payment; or other payments; insurance settlements; lottery winnings (annuities and lottery winnings which are paid annually are averaged over 12 months and considered countable income); refunds of security depos​its on rental property or utilities.

[Tax refunds received are to be excluded as resources for a period of 12 months after receipt.]
If the total amount exceeds the allowable resource limitation, send the household form PAFS-2 and give the household 10 calendar days to update its entire resources statement.  If the household declines to do so, take action to terminate the house​hold's certification.  If the household responds to the request and resources still exceed the limits, discontinue the case.

G.
Excluded monies kept in a separate account and not co-mingled in an account with other non-excluded funds retain their exclusion for an unlimited period of time.  When interest is credited to and retained in this type of account, co-mingling does not occur and the principal of the account retains its exclusion.  

Excluded monies co-mingled in an account with non-excluded funds only retain their exemption for six months from the date they are co-mingled.  After six months from the date of co-mingling, count all funds in the co-mingled account as a resource.

If income of students and self-employed persons which is excluded has been co-mingled in an account with non-excluded funds, this money continues to be exempt during the period of time over which it has been prorated. 

H.
Servicepersons deployed overseas may provide their parents, or other individuals, access to their bank account, or a portion thereof, solely for the purpose of paying the serviceperson’s bills, etc., and otherwise handle the serviceperson’s affairs.  If the applicant household can access the account for its own purpose, then the funds must be counted.  
Generally, spouses have jointly owned bills/expenses and therefore this provision would not apply.  
In a situation where the couple was separated and maintained separate households/bills before deployment, this would apply to spouses too - as long as the funds are not used for the applicant household.  If the household cannot use the funds for itself, the funds are excluded as an inaccessible resource.

It is the responsibility of the applicant household to provide documentation concerning such an arrangement.  This could be in the statement from the involved financial institution, or other means attesting to the fact.
