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CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES

Apply the following certification procedures to residents of group liv​ing arrangements:

A.
MEDICAL AND SHELTER DEDUCTIONS.  If the resident or his/her protective payee is making payments from the resident's own funds, allow separate and identifiable room and/or medical costs as shelter and medical deductions, respectively.  Vendor payments made by the State or others are not deductible.  If the amount paid for medical and shelter costs cannot be separately identified, no deduction is allowed for the costs.


1.
[If a resident makes a single payment for room and meals which cannot be identified separately, consider the amount of the payment which exceeds the maximum benefit allotment for a 1 person household as an identified shelter expense.]

2.
If a resident makes a single payment for room, meals, and medical needs, identify these three items separately to the extent possible.  Some group living arrangements charge a basic rate for room and board and have higher rates depending on the amount of medical care needed.  In these situations, if the expense cannot be identified separately, the difference between the basic rate and the higher rate may be considered as the medical expense.

B
[EXPEDITED SERVICES.  For those residents of a group living arrange​ment entitled to expedited services, make the food benefits avail​able to the resident no later than 5 calendar days following the filing date.  If eligibility for the initial application is expedit​ed, complete the verification and documentation requirements (if postponed) at recertification.]
C.
NORMAL PROCESSING STANDARDS.  When normal processing standards apply, complete the verification and documentation requirements prior to making an eligibility determination for the initial appli​cation.

D.
[RIGHTS OF CERTIFIED RESIDENTS.  Resident households have the same rights to notices of adverse action, fair hearings, and entitlement to lost benefits as do all other SNAP households.]
