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RSDI, SSI, Railroad Retirement (RR), Black Lung, and designated Veterans Administration (VA) beneficiaries periodically receive a change in the benefit amount.

A.	FEDERAL BENEFIT CHANGES

	1.	Medicaid and K-TAP:

	All IM recipients who get these benefits are affected, and are responsible for reporting the change.

		Note: Individuals in Long Term Care (LTC) who only receive SSI 	are not affected by the conversion.

	2.	SNAP:

		These changes in federal benefit income are known to the agency 	and are not required to be reported by SNAP 	recipients/households.

		a.	The federal increase is considered a mass change.  
		b.	A notice of action taken is required, but a timely notice of a reduction or discontinuance of benefits is not required.  

B.	KAMES generates all required notices for any case action taken as a result of the conversion.

C.	Verifying Benefits

	During the first week of December, request verification of benefits as 	follows:

	1.	RAILROAD RETIREMENT (RR)  

[Benefits for these individuals may increase or decrease.  Use form PAFS-54, Letter to Verify Railroad Retirement Benefits or the “KAMES-IM Active Cases with RR Benefits”, listing to send ONE ALPHABETICAL LIST of claimants per local office to the appropriate RR District office shown below.  List the claimant’s name, wage earner’s name and the claim number as it appears on the Medicare card.  The Louisville District Office serves most Kentucky counties except those listed below:

					Counties:				Send to:

	Boone, Bracken,		Cincinnati District Office
Campbell, Gallatin,		CBLD Center, RM. 201
Grant, Kenton,			36 East 7th Street
Mason, Pendleton		Cincinnati, Ohio  45202
and Robertson			Telephone:  (877) 772-5772

	Boyd, Carter,			Huntington District Office 
Elliott, Floyd,			New Federal Bldg., RM.  145
Greenup, Johnson,		640 4TH Ave.
Lawrence, Lewis,		Huntington, WV  25721
Martin and Pike			Telephone:  (877) 772-5772

	Henderson and			Indianapolis District Office
Union				The Meridian Centre
50 South Meridian, 
Ste. 303
Indianapolis, IN  46204
Telephone:  (877) 772-5772

			All other counties		Louisville District Office 
							629 South 4th Street 
							Suite 301
							Louisville, Ky. 40202.  
							Telephone: (877) 772-5772
	

		The RR Board enters the new benefit amount on form PAFS-54 or the KAMES listing and returns the form to the local office sometime in the month following the change.

The recipient will receive an IBM card from the RR Board showing the benefit amount.  If the recipient is contacted for another reason before verification is received from the RR Board, verify the new amount from the recipient award letter.]

	2.	VA BENEFITS  

		Use form PAFS-53, Letter to Verify Veterans 	Benefits or "KAMES-IM Active Cases with VA Benefits" to send ONE ALPHABETICAL LIST of claimants per local office to:

a. Department of Veterans Affairs Regional Office
321 West Main Street, Ste. 390
Louisville, KY  40202.  
			Telephone:  (800) 827-1000
		b.	List claimant's name and VA claim number.

The VA indicates the new basic benefit amount plus aid and attendance, if any, on form PAFS-53, Letter to Verify Veterans Benefits, or the KAMES listing and returns the verification to the local office.  Not all VA beneficiaries receive an increase.  VA beneficiaries that will receive an increase will receive an award letter no later than the month before the change occurs.  If the recipient is contacted for another reason before verification is received from the VA, verify the new amount from the recipient benefit verification letter.  




	3.	BLACK LUNG BENEFITS

Send a request for information to the recipient requesting verification of entitled benefit and convert as 	appropriate.  Use the "KAMES-IM Active Cases with Black Lung Income" listing to identify KAMES cases.  Black Lung recipients usually receive a cost of living increase; this can be verified through the annual Federal Benefit Rate (FBR) for Black Lung.  
				
	4.	SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS

If an increase in benefits is authorized by the Social Security Administration, the increase becomes effective January 1st of each year.  Verify RSDI entitlement amount by IMS Inquiry program HR39 (BENDEX) or benefit verification letter at the next recertification.  When program HR39 is accessed to obtain the RSDI benefit amount, use the amount shown as "NET".  "NET" is the amount before the SMI deduction. DO NOT round.  Enter the actual NET RSDI amount on KAMES. If there is an overpayment of RSDI retained in order to pay back an RSDI claim, for SNAP cases, subtract the current overpayment amount from the “Net” amount to calculate the amount of RSDI to be counted in the case. Contact the client for verification if unable to verify benefit amount from these sources.

D.	Use the following timeframes for completing manual conversions:

	1.	When a household applies in January, consider the new amount for issuances in January and thereafter.

	2.	Reflect the increased benefit amount in an active case as follows:

a.	IM cases no later than January.
b	FS cases no later than the March issuance.

	3.	For any cases not converted to the new Federal benefit level by the due date, complete a claim.
