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Verify the status of an alien through the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) documentation.
Aliens who left their homelands under emergency situations may not have all the required documentation for eligibility such as verification or documentation of birth, marriage, divorce or relationship.  In the absence of the regular sourc​es of verification, use form I-94, I-151, I-551 or other entry documents to verify required information (e.g., age, relationship or alien status).  Review and accept any documents the alien brought from his/her homeland that verifies the alien's situation.  The alien’s statement may be accepted for verification of marriage, divorce, relationship and prior labor market attachment.  USCIS documents may be used to verify date of birth.  The alien’s statement is NOT acceptable to verify alien status. Alien status MUST be verified by USCIS documents. 

Use the following chart as a guide to the USCIS documentation.  This is not an inclusive chart.  An alien may have a different USCIS document that identifies the alien status and date of entry.  Accept any USCIS documentation provided by the alien that verifies status and date of entry unless it is questionable.  Have the alien resolve any question​able status through USCIS.
NOTE concerning form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record: On 4/30/13, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) automated the I-94 process at air and sea ports only.  Most non-immigrant visitors entering the country via air and sea ports will no longer be issued a paper I-94.  Instead, the admission information generally provided in the paper I-94 will be stamped on the traveler’s foreign passport (i.e. COA, date of entry and expiration date), with the exception of the I-94 admission number.  Aliens have to visit www.cbp.gov/I94 to print their I-94 admission number.  Also, if an alien is unable to provide a passport with the admission stamp, a copy of their record of admission can be printed by the alien at this website.  

[Beginning 9/7/15, refugees will no longer receive the paper I-94 card at Ports of Entry (POE) and will need to obtain the I-94 record online.  CBP will stamp the refugee’s transportation boarding letter upon admission to the U.S. which is provided to the Principal Applicant of each refugee case.  Beginning 9/1/15, the transportation boarding letter will be the only document provided to the refugee with an official CBP refugee stamp.

Derivative asylees and parolees will continue to receive a paper I-94.  CBP will strike out the pre-printed number and hand-write the true I-94 number on the document.  Use the hand-written I-94 number when verifying alien status.]
The I-94 has a letter that indicates the entry status.  The letter will have a number after it such as A-2, H-3, etc.  Letter codes A through L indicate the alien entered the U.S. for a temporary reason.
The following list defines the specific letter codes:

A – 
Foreign government official;

B – 
Visitor for business or pleasure;

C – 
Alien in travel status;

D – 
Alien crewman;

E – 
Treaty trader and investor and family;

F – 
Alien student;

G – 
Representative and personnel of international organizations;

H – 
Temporary worker; 

I – 
Members of foreign press, radio or other information media;

J – 
Exchange visitor;

K – 
Fiancé or fiancée of U.S. citizen and their children; or

L – 
Intra-company transferees and their families.

If the I-94 has an entry other than codes A through L, the alien has entered the U.S. for permanent residence.  The entry indicates the status of the alien such as refugee, asylee, victims of human trafficking and eligible relatives, etc.
	Status of Alien
	USCIS Document

	Permanent resident alien before August 22, 1996
	I-151 (Green card) was replaced with the I-551 (Alien Registration Receipt Card, commonly known as the “green card”) in March 1996

	Permanent resident alien on or after August 22, 1996

If veteran of US Military

If active duty US Military
	I-551 (Valid for 10 years)
DD-214 Discharge Certificate

Any document showing active status

	Refugee
	I-94 marked with "admitted under INA 207", "Refugee", or "Refugee - Conditional Entrant"

	Asylee
	I-94 marked with "admitted under INA 208" or USCIS letter

	Deportation Withheld
	I-94 marked with "admitted under INA 243(h)" or letter from immigration Judge

	Amerasians
	I-94 or I-551 marked with an identifier in comments - AM1, AM2, AM3, AM6, AM7 or AM8

	Parolees
	I-94 marked with "admitted under INA 212(d)(5)"

The date will read "Indefinite"

	Conditional Entrants
	I-94 marked with "admitted under INA 203(a)(7)"

	Cuban/Haitians
	I-94 may be marked "admitted under INA 207", "Refugee" or "Refugee - Conditional Entrant"

	Battered Aliens
	I-94 admitted under INA 204(a)(1)(A) or (B), or whose deportation is suspended under INA 244(a)(3)

	Victims of Human 

Trafficking and Eligible

Relatives
	I-94 or visa with “T-1” category.  Eligible relatives of the victims have T-2, T-3, T-4 or T-5 category designations.



	Afghan/Iraqi Special Immigrant
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SI1; Department of Homeland Security (DHS) stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SI6.

	Spouse of Afghan/Iraqi Special Immigrant
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SI2; DHS stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SI7.

	Unmarried dependent child of Afghan/Iraqi Special Immigrant
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SI3; DHS stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SI9.

	Iraqi Special Immigrant under Section 1244
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SQ1; DHS stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SQ6.

	Spouse of Iraqi Special Immigrant under Section 1244
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SQ2; DHS stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SQ7.

	Unmarried dependent child of Iraqi Special Immigrant under Section 1244
	Passport with an immigrant visa (IV) stamp noting the individual has been admitted under IV category SQ3; DHS stamp or notation on passport or form I-94 showing date of entry, or form I-551 (green card) SQ9.



	Native Americans born in Canada
	Form I-181, Memorandum of Creation of Record of Admission for Lawful Permanent Residence, form I-551 with the code S13, an unexpired I-551 stamp in a Canadian passport, form I-94 with the code S13 or a letter or other tribal document certifying at least 50% American Indian blood combined with a birth certificate or other satisfactory evidence of birth in Canada.  

	Form I-185
	Canadian border crossing card.

	Form I-186
	Mexican border crossing card.

	Form SW-434
	Mexican border visitor’s permit.


Aliens who have limited English language skills may need interpreter services.  When requesting additional information, make every effort to ensure that the alien understands the request.  If the alien is in the office with an interpreter or has a relationship with a refugee resettlement agency, discuss the possibility of signing form DCBS-1, Informed Consent and Release of Information and Records, to allow the sharing of the request for information with the appropriate entity or individuals. 
