Runaway Child (June 2002)
Question:  “If a child is committed to FC but is now a "run away", should the child support office suspend the support obligation until the child is found or should they continue to enforce the Court ordered support obligation against the parents even though the state is no longer paying for the care of this child? “

Answer:  The Division of Child Support does not have the authority to suspend the support obligation; however, a best practice would be to place the child support money in escrow or on hold until the child is found, or the money could be applied toward any arrearages that are owed.  The Division of Protection and Permanency’s policy on a runaway is to continue to pay the caregiver for up to fourteen days after a runaway is reported.
