DJJ Custody & Parental Placement (Dec. 2001)
Question:  “We received a call from a mother, advising that child, was being released from home in Glasgow.  Child will be living with mother but still committed to DJJ.  My question, are the parents still to pay as ordered child support to the state?  Both have been questioning when child support will stop.  Child will still be with DJJ but living with mother.  So far mother has not applied for public assistance, and the father is not in the home.  The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) worker stated that the child is still in the custody of DJJ.”

Answer:  The Cabinet for Families and Children/Department of Juvenile Justice (CFC/DJJ) can return a child to the home on a temporary, trial basis, which is usually for 30 days, to determine if the child can be returned to the home permanently.  If the return is on a trial basis and CFC/DJJ is providing services for the child, then support continues to go to CFC/DJJ.

In general, if CFC/DJJ is "supporting" the child, then child support is directed to CFC/DJJ.  If CFC/DJJ is not "supporting" the child and the custodial parent is not receiving public assistance, then child support is directed to the custodial parent.

PHTL 211 and MTL 569 (2/16/01) issued the revised list of DJJ Benefits Specialists and informs child support staff of the following:

The contact person for a child committed to Foster Care is either a Benefits Specialist in the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) or a Children’s Benefits Worker in the Division of Service Regions.  The lists of DJJ Benefits Specialists and Children’s Benefits Workers are located in the Appendix of the Prosecutors' Handbook and the Operations’ Manual.

There are three DJJ Benefits Specialists in Kentucky.  For information about a DJJ case, contact the DJJ worker in your region.  They should be able to help you or direct you to someone who can give you the information you need.

The best practice for your case would be to return to court and address the issue of child support again.  If the father and mother were ordered to pay support, the child is living with the mother permanently and DJJ is not providing services for the child, and the father is not in the home, then the mother's child support obligation needs to end, and the father's child support obligation needs to be recalculated and changed.  The father would still be obligated to provide support for the child if he is not in the home.  The court can address the issue of when child support is to change, and where money is to be directed if it was sent to the state in error.

