Case Closure (Sept. 2002) 
Question:  We had two active Foster Care cases for two children each case is for the father of the children.  The children left Foster Care and we do not have a Continuation of Services situation as relative will be applying for Kinship Care ... the Twist System interface closed one of the cases automatically with a CFCE event code Foster Care Episode Ended the case also had an event code of FC27 Foster Care Case Discontinued. There is no indication that the system sent a CS 137 for that case. Will we need to manually send the Children's Benefit Worker a CS 137 and 60 days later send the CS 31A for the case that automatically closed as well as on the cross ref case that we will manually close? A question has also been sent to the KASES Help Desk to ask why only one of the cases closed automatically.  


Answer:  Yes, you will have to manually send the CS-137 and CS-31 for a Foster Care case that meets a case closure criterion.  The CS-31 and the CS-137 are completed manually because forms generated on KASES for FC cases list Kentucky Foster Care as the custodial parent, instead of the Children’s Benefits Worker.


Note:  The CS-31 and the CS-31A were the same form.  The CS-31A was obsoleted by PHTL No. 234/MTL No. 590 (12-1-01).  Please read page one; paragraph two of this transmittal letter.


According to the Prosecutors' Handbook, Section 23.000, and Operations' Manual, Section 31.000,  page 20:  "The CS-31 and the CS-137 are sent to the Children’s Benefits Worker because of federal requirements at 45 CFR § 303.11 that apply to all IV-D cases.  When a case meets a case closure criterion, the state must notify the recipient of services or the initiating state in writing 60 calendar days before closing the case of the state’s intention to close the case.  The case must be kept open if the recipient of services or the initiating state supplies information, in response to the notification that will allow case action to be taken."  

Also according to the Procedural Instructions for the CS-137,  "The CS-137 is generated on the Kentucky Automated Support and Enforcement System (KASES) by selecting the form on the Generate Caseworkers Documents screen (ASEMD2).  The only exception is a Foster Care (FC) case, which requires a CS-137 to be manually completed.
A CS-137 is completed manually because forms generated on KASES for FC cases list the Kentucky Foster Care System Account as the custodial parent instead of the Children’s Benefits Worker. The CS-137 is mailed to the Children’s Benefits Worker 

Note:  Unless the mother of the children is deceased or has terminated her parental rights, there should have been cases for the mother as both parents are absent from the children's home(s).

