Impact Plus (June 2000)
I have a case where the child is not in foster care and is not with either parent and has been placed with a family by Impact Plus.  The NCP on the case is still sending in child support, so I was going to send it where the child is; to the family that is keeping the child.  They state I cannot do this.  It should go to reimburse the state.  But I am unaware how to do that, as I thought it should follow the child.  Any help in this matter would be appreciated 

Answer:  Impact Plus is a collaborative effort of the Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services.  The following information is taken from the Impact Plus Manual received from the Division of Mental Health, Department for Medicaid Services, Cabinet for Health Services. 

"Effective January 1, 1998, the Department for Medicaid Services (DMS) will provide coverage and payment for Impact Plus Services by agreement with the state Title V agency, the Department for Public Health.  Impact Plus covers targeted case management and rehabilitative services for children under age 21 with complex behavioral health treatment needs."

Impact Plus services are available to children who:

· Meet the conditions and circumstances of the Department for Community Based Services to be defined as a child and in the custody of the state, under the supervision of the state, or at risk of being in the custody of the state and are in an institution or at risk of institutionalization; OR

· Are in an institution or are at risk of institutionalization.
Impact Plus cases are Medicaid cases and are worked like any other medical assistance cases.  The child can be either in the home or temporarily (less than 12 months) in an institution.  Some Impact Plus children are in foster care.  If additional information becomes available about Impact Plus, we'll pass it along to staff.

Your case scenario:

· Medicaid Only case

· judicial child support order

· NPA with child support payable through CFC

· income withholding order in place for the father to pay

· both parents absent from the home

· child placed with a family and temporarily in an institution (not FC)

· no order for medical support

You need to refer the case to your contracting official for the establishment of medical support orders against the mother and father since both are absent from the home.  You also need to ask your contracting official to petition the court to change the child support order because both parents are absent and both parents have an obligation to support the child.  Also, you need to remember to change or request that the court change whatever information is appropriate for the income withholding order.  CFC cannot keep current child support because this is a Medicaid Only case.  Current support is supposed to follow the child.  I would send the nonparental custodian responsible for the child an Assignment of Rights and Authorization to Collect Support (Form CS-140).  It may also be an option to send the nonparental custodian a non-K-TAP application packet.

