Appropriate Medical Support Referrals (April 2000)

Question: As I understand policy, if the father’s income is used to determine Medicaid eligibility for the CP, and she's eligible, then we do not charge him for birth and prenatal care. Is that correct? If it is correct, how do we find out if his income was used or not? Must we contact the IV-A office for this info, or what?

Answer:  The IV-A worker is supposed to initiate a medical assistance referral to the child support agency when appropriate.  It is not appropriate for the Division of Family Support (IV-A) to send a medical assistance referral to the child support agency (IV-D) when the father is living in the home and his income has been used (included) to determine Medicaid eligibility. You will not receive referrals on these cases.  If you receive a Medicaid referral, then it is appropriate to try to recover prenatal and birthing expenses and to establish or enforce medical support or both.

