Venue (May 2005) 
Question: The case is in county X. The CP has moved to county Y and wants venue changed to county Y, but the county attorney in X said he will not do a motion to change venue because they have completed all the work on the case.  Modification, CS-89, and payments are being made as ordered with no arrearages owed.

CP goes to county Y still states she wants the case referred to them. The office informed her that she might be able to do a complaint to enforce the order but that she could never modify.  The office manager also stated to the CP that there is nothing at this point and time to enforce because NCP is paying as ordered.  So the question is:  Does County Y have to ask for the case be transferred in the KASES system and do the complaint just because the CP wants this?  As I said, there is nothing that needs to be done on this case.

Answer: In reviewing the case, it was determined that the noncustodial parent lives in Tennessee, the custodial parent lives in county Y, KY, and the original order is in county X, KY.  

KRS 403.211(1) states that action to enforce a child support order may be brought in the county where the custodial parent or noncustodial parent resides.  

According to IR#726 and Legal Opinion OAG - 97-34, unless the parties agree to a change in venue, a motion for modification must be filed with the court that entered the decree.

Under UIFSA, the Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act requires state courts to treat each other's orders as if the order was its own. Therefore, Kentucky law would apply when enforcing or modifying a child support order.  KRS 452.050 allows for a change in venue when both parties agree.

Since there is no action to be taken at this time, the custodial parent's request should be denied.  If enforcement or modification is required in the future, a UIFSA must be sent to Tennessee.  The issue of venue can be addressed at that 
time. 
