Emancipation & Home School (April 2005) 
Question: “I have a question about how to determine the emancipation date for a child being home schooled.  The child will be 18 next month and no longer attending high school, but being home schooled by Mom.  Will CSUP cease at the age of 18?   The child could very easily have passed all the tests/requirements in order to be considered graduated or completed enough credits.  On the vice versa of that, perhaps the child has not learned as quickly and has not passed all requirements and wouldn’t be finishing with her normal class if she would have still been enrolled.  What are our limitations on these types of cases?  Where do we draw the line?”

 

Answer: Home schooling as it relates to child support and emancipation is not addressed in the Kentucky Revised Statutes.  The Non-K-TAP Emancipation Letter, (CS-13), procedural instructions, states, “If the child is being schooled at home, the custodial parent must provide a letter which (1) states that the child is being schooled at home, and (2) gives the date that the school year will end.  In addition, the custodial parent must provide a copy of the letter which he or she sent to the Pupil Personnel Director of the local school district stating that the child is being schooled at home.

 

The content of the form reflects the requirements of Kentucky Revised Statute 403.213(3).  This statute states that unless agreed in writing or specified by court order, child support shall be terminated by the emancipation of a child unless the child is a high school student when he or she reaches age 18.  When the child becomes emancipated because of age, but not because of marriage, while still a high school student, the court-ordered support shall continue while the child is a high school student, but not beyond completion of the school year during which the child reaches age 19.”

 

Therefore, the CS-13 should be mailed to the non-K-TAP custodial parent according to the procedural instructions.  If there is verification from non-K-TAP or K-TAP custodial parents of home schooling or attendance at a vocational or high school (or is specified by court order), child support will continue as long as the child is attending school, but not beyond completion of the school year during which the child reaches age nineteen.

