Emancipation & Day Treatment Program (May 2007) 
Question: We have a child that is 18 and the school claims that he is not in school. His mother has provided proof that he is attending a day treatment program and until he finishes this day treatment program, he can’t go back to regular school…..I thought that day treatment facilities were actual controlled by a school board but don’t know for sure. Of course, that ended support for the child.  Shouldn’t the support continue until he is 19 years, which is October 2007, as long as he is in the day treatment classes?
Answer:  Kentucky Revised Statute 403.213(3) states that "unless agreed in writing or specified by court order, child support shall be terminated by the emancipation of a child unless the child is a high school student when he or she reaches age 18.  When the child becomes emancipated because of age, but not because of marriage, while still a high school student, the court-ordered support shall continue while the child is a high school student, but not beyond completion of the school year during which the child reaches age 19.”

If there is verification of attendance at a vocational or high school (or is specified by court order), child support will continue as long as the child is attending school, but not beyond completion of the school year during which the child reaches age nineteen.

In this case, the secretary at the Day Treatment Center states that these kids are working on a curriculum that feeds into their regular high school credits… completion means they go back to their home school.  The day treatment is a part of the Laurel County school system and is similar to extended school services, but in a smaller setting to "help" children who are struggling.

Yes, in this scenario, child support will continue as long as the child is in day treatment but not beyond completion of the school year when the child becomes nineteen.

