SECTION 1-B: KENTUCKY HISTORY OF THE IV-D PROGRAM

The federal role in child support enforcement, as defined by legislation, is primarily to oversee, regulate, and aid in establishing policy.  The state role in child support enforcement is primarily to plan, implement, and administer the child support program according to a state plan which is required to meet these objectives:  

· Designate a single and separate organizational unit to administer the program.

· Establish paternity and secure support for individuals receiving AFDC and others who apply directly for child support enforcement services.

· Child support payments made to the state for distribution.

· Enter into cooperative agreements with appropriate courts and law enforcement officials.

· Establish a parent locator service that uses state and local parent location resources and the Federal Parent Locator Service.

· Cooperate with any other state in locating an absent parent, establishing paternity, and securing support.

· Maintain a full record of collections and disbursements made under the plan.

In Kentucky, the Governor has designated the Division of Child Support in the Cabinet for Families and Children with the responsibility of coordinating state and local efforts in child support enforcement.

Before child support enforcement became a reality in 1975, after legislation went into effect, Kentucky counties performed child support functions through the fiscal court.  KRS 403.090, sets out the responsibilities and duties of the Friend of the Court, which until 1975 was solely accountable to the county fiscal court.

In 1975, the first director of child support was Harry Dickerson, who had a staff of four people.  All child support operations were conducted in a central office located in Frankfort.  In June 1984, in order to be more accessible and efficient, ten regional offices were established throughout the state.  In June 1989, procedures were initiated to establish ten additional regional offices throughout the state because of growing caseloads.  As of this writing, there are 120 child support offices in the state, one in each county.

