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In recent months, questions have risen regarding access by the Social Security Administration (SSA) to payment records maintained in the State Case Registry (SCR) for the purpose of determining eligibility for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or calculating SSI benefit amounts.  The Federal Office of Child Support (OCSE) issued a Policy Interpretation Question (PIQ) 01-05 clarifying the safeguarding of information.  In essence, there are no provisions in the Social Security Act that authorize IV-D agencies to provide SSA with payment records from the SCR for the purpose of determining eligibility for SSI or calculating SSI benefit amounts.

Section 454(26) of the Social Security Act requires states to have safeguards that are designed to protect the privacy rights of the persons involved in child support cases, including safeguards against the unauthorized use or disclosure of information relating to actions to enforce support. For additional information, please read the entire text of PIQ-01-05, which may be accessed at 

http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/piq-01-05.htm






