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Due to the increasing number of venue and jurisdiction disputes that have surfaced over the course of the last several months, the Division of Child Support has developed the following scenarios that are consistent with KRS 403.211(1) and KRS 452.010(1) that IV-D contractors are to follow.

These policy scenarios were designed to be more service minded to the custodial parent and to promote the best interest of the child(ren). In some situations this will require that contracting officials work more closely together to minimize any hardships to the custodial parent.  Area child support offices are to forward cases received to the appropriate contracting officials.

The following venue scenarios do not apply under UIFSA.

Scenario 1:

· Custodial parent remains in a Kentucky county with original order.

· Noncustodial parent moves to a different Kentucky county.

· Case is handled by the contractor in the county where the custodial parent and the original order are located.

Scenario 2:

· Noncustodial parent remains in a Kentucky county with original order.

· Custodial parent moves to a different Kentucky county. 

· Case is handled by the contractor in the county where the noncustodial parent and the original order are located.

NOTE:  The contracting official in the county where the custodial parent resides should serve as the contact person for the custodial parent to ensure that the custodial parent does not have to travel.  Also this contracting official should ensure
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Scenario 2 (Continued):

that appropriate information necessary to complete legal action is communicated to the contracting official handling the case.

The custodial parent’s address will be changed to his or her current address.  However, in most instances, the county number and responsible worker number will remain with the county that is working the case.  The official hard copy file remains either in the contracting official’s office or the area child support office as specified in the Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) currently in effect.

Scenario 3:

· Original order is in a Kentucky county.

· Custodial and noncustodial parents reside outside the county of the original order, each in a different county.

· Case is handled by the contractor in the county where the custodial parent resides.  The contracting official in the county of the original order and the custodial parent should cooperate in taking appropriate legal action.

If necessary, the contracting official may seek a change of venue to the county where the custodial parent resides.  The contractors in the appropriate counties should cooperate with one another to accomplish this.

Scenario 4:

· Original order is in a Kentucky county.

· Custodial and noncustodial parents reside in the same county outside the county of the original order.

· Case is handled by the contractor in the county where the  custodial and noncustodial parents reside.  The contracting officials in each of the counties should cooperate in taking appropriate legal action.

If necessary, the contracting official for the county where the original order is located may seek a change of venue to the county where the parties reside.  Contractors should cooperate with one another to accomplish this.

Note:  In change of venue situations, venue is at the “discretion of the judge.”  Not all judges will agree to transfer venue, especially once a circuit court enters a valid decree, as it 
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Scenario 4: (Continued)

continues to have jurisdiction to enforce its orders regardless 

of where the parties reside.  In cases where the judge does not agree to change venue, it may be necessary for the court of original jurisdiction to proceed with the case with cooperation and assistance between the contracting officials as described above.
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