TN Refuses to Establish Order (May 2007) 
Question: This is a foster care case with motion to set support against the father.  The father is residing in TN and draws SSI. Paternity was established there and they would not set support against him.  The motion against him was denied.  Can case closure be initiated based on “cmed” or some other closure code?  If not, what action can be taken since ncp is out of state and the other state is refusing to take action? 
Answer:  According to Child Support Services in Davidson County (Tennessee), they are waiting for the court order. She stated that they cannot pursue child support since the ncp is receiving SSI. Child support staff should contact Tennessee to follow up on the status of the case. The phone number for Child Support Services of Davidson County is (615) 726-0530. 

· If their court finds the noncustodial parent to be permanently disabled, the case can be closed, as it then fits the federal case closure reason as stated in 45 CFR 303.11(b)(5).  CMED (noncustodial parent has a medically verified permanent and total disability with no evidence of support potential) could be used to close the case as long as the NCP has no income or assets which can be levied or attached.  

· If Tennessee finds the noncustodial parent is not permanently disabled, the case does not fit one of the federal case closure reasons and must remain open.

