SSI (July 2001)

Question: Action Memo 01-05 reason for case closure # 5 states the NCP or obligor cannot pay support for the duration of the child's minority because the parent has been institutionalized in a psychiatric facility, is incarcerated with no chance of parole, or has a medically-verified total and permanent disability with no evidence of support potential.  It also must be determined that there is no income or assets available to the NCP or obligor that can be levied or attached for support.

Does this mean that we can no longer do SSI cases?

Answer:  No, You can work SSI cases.  You do not close a case just because the noncustodial parent receives SSI.

Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 403.212(2)(b), which defines "gross income," includes Supplemental Security Income (SSI) in the list of examples of gross income.  Therefore, SSI is included in the calculations when a child support obligation is established or modified.  You can access KRS 403.212 at the following website.  http://162.114.4.13/KRS/403-00/212.PDF
However, SSI benefits cannot be attached in order to collect a child support obligation.  In other words, SSI benefits cannot be garnished.  Information about attaching SSI benefits can be found in federal Office of Child Support Enforcement Dear Colleague Letter 00-103 dated October 6, 2000, "Attachment of Social Security Benefits."  You can access this letter at the following website.  Http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/dcl-00-103.htm
Also, please note on page 27 of Operations' Manual Section 20.000, Prioritization, that Code CSSI is no longer used as a case closure code on KASES.

