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The information in the legal status indicator and paternity fields on KASES are used to determine the paternity category data reported on the federally mandated OCSE 157 Annual Data Report.  Failing the paternity category of the federal audit could cause the child support program to lose federal funding which would result in budget constraints.  Before a K-TAP, Kinship Care, Foster Care or MA case is opened, or an application for services is loaded in the KASES system, the child’s legal status should always be reviewed .  Several errors have been discovered as the child’s legal status was improperly input by the IV-A worker.  Workers must have validation of the mother’s marital status to determine the correct code in the Legal Status field.  The auditor requires the file to have a copy of the marriage certificate or divorce action with a marriage date listed as proof of the parents being married when the child was born. 

The following are the possible entries for the Legal Status:

L  =
LEGAL CHILD, NOT BORN OUT-OF-WEDLOCK
· The “ L” indicator is used if the mother was married at the time the child was born, the husband is the father of the child, and paternity is not questioned.  The parents have to be married before the child was born in order to use this code.  If this code is used there will be no entries in any of the paternity fields.
P  = 
LEGAL CHILD, PATERNITY IN QUESTION
· The “P” indicator is used if the mother was married when the child was born, but not to the biological father of the child. 
W  =
CHILD BORN OUT-OF-WEDLOCK 
· The “W” is used if the mother was NOT married when the child was born.  When the parents marry after the child is born or the divorce has the child listed as a child of the marriage, but the parents weren’t married when the child was born the child is still born out of wedlock.  Paternity establishment is not required in a case with the mother being the noncustodial parent, but child’s legal status indicator must still be updated.  If the mother wasn’t married when the child was born the “W” should be used. 
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U  =
UNKNOWN--USED ONLY FOR BATCH INTERFACE
· The “U” indicator was created to identify children whose legal status was not known.  This code should primarily occur in foster care cases.  Caseworkers should try to determine the correct legal status if there is a “U” legal status.

Other paternity related codes in KASES: 
· The Pat Disp field indicates paternity establishment is needed or the method used to establish paternity.  Entry is required in this field if the legal status is “W”.  
· The Pat Start Date field is the date the paternity action is started.
· The Pat Est/End Date field is the date of the child’s birth if the alleged father’s name is on the birth certificate, the date the paternity judgment is filed in the court record or the filed date of the divorce if the parents married after the child was born and the child is mentioned in the divorce.  Paternity is considered to be established if the father’s name is on the birth certificate, but the “W” code is still input for the legal status because the parents were not married.  

· The Legal Status Verified Date is the date the worker verifies the child’s legal status.  An entry in this field indicates verification has taken place.
If additional questions arise which aren’t covered in this memorandum, refer to the questions and answers section in the online handbook at: 

http://manuals.chfs.ky.gov/dcbs_manuals/DCS/home_dcs.asp   

