Interpreting Services for the Deaf (June 2005) 
Question:  “Is there a law that says we must have an interpreter for someone who is deaf? Will the Commonwealth pay for this? Is there a specific person I use or should I just get someone from our clerk's office?” 

Answer:  According to Mental Health and Mental Retardation, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, "the Americans With Disabilities Act, local and state agencies are required to give equal access and equally effective services to people with disabilities. The Department of Justice regulation specifically states:

(a) A public entity shall take appropriate steps to ensure that communications with applicants, participants and members of the public with disabilities are as effective as communication with others.

(b) A public entity shall furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and services where necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in, and enjoy the benefits of a service, program or activity conducted by a public entity.

(c) In determining what type of auxiliary aid and service is necessary, a public entity shall give primary consideration to the requests of the individual with disabilities

The term ‘auxiliary aid’ is defined as qualified interpreters, notetakers, computer-aided transcription services, written materials, telephone handset amplifiers, etc.

For a deaf person who relies on sign language, the ADA usually requires provision of qualified sign language interpreter services when that service is needed to ensure effective communication. The agency may not charge the individual for providing auxiliary aids and services.
The Access Center within the Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing provides interpreter referral services for only state agencies. You may contact them at (502) 573-2604 to schedule an interpreter.

This information is from the National Association of the Deaf Law Center."

