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FOR CITIZENSHIP VERIFICATION
To be eligible for MA, an individual must be a citizen of the United States or qualified alien. 

A.
If the applicant declares qualified alien status follow procedures in Vol. IVA, MS 1577.

B.  
If a client has verification of citizenship at the time of the application, re-application or member add, answer a “Y” to the question, “IS HE/SHE A U.S. CITIZEN?” and enter the citizenship verification source original record “OR” or written statement “WS”. Document the original citizenship verification source in case comments and copy verification for the case record.
C.
Applicants who declare American citizenship but do not have adequate verification:


1.  
Take the applicant’s statement and approve benefits by answering 
a “Y” to the question, “IS HE/SHE A U.S. CITIZEN?” and enter the 
citizenship verification source “CS”, if they are determined 
otherwise eligible and have provided all other required verification.    


2.
Explain to the applicant they are being approved to receive benefits 
for up to 90 days from the date of application while they attempt to 
obtain the required citizenship verification.  Provide the applicant 
with form PAFS-2, and a due date 60 days from the date of 
application requesting the citizenship verification.  


If verification is not returned within the first 60 days from the date of application, the worker will receive a spot check, “Citizenship Has Not Been Verified”.  Once the spot check is received, complete a case change removing the “CS” verification code allowing the case to pend for 30 days.  Complete a case change and enter the verification source of not verified “NV” .  The case will remain active for the members that have met the citizenship and identity requirements if all other technical and financial requirements have been met.  


Note:  The spot check for verification of citizenship does not apply to deemed eligible newborns or those receiving Transitional Medical Assistance (TMA) in the first six months of coverage.
3. 
Do not deny, delay, reduce or terminate benefits for a period of up to 90 days.  Additional time beyond the 90 days can be allowed for individuals who have verified they are making a good faith effort and the delay in obtaining the documentation is beyond their control.

Note:  Assist the applicant in obtaining documentation if feasible however the burden of proof lies with the applicant.

D.
If the client that was removed for failure to verify citizenship reapplies for Medicaid, the verification code of “CS” for citizenship is no longer accepted as the individual has already been provided 90 days to verify citizenship and failed to respond.  The client is advised the member will not be approved until verification is received.  

E.
ACCEPTABLE worker entered verification codes for citizenship are;

1.
WS (written statement); 

2.
OR (original record); 
3.
CS (client statement); or 

4.
Not Verified (NV)
Any other codes 
entered will trigger an error message.  
F.
Individuals who are receiving Medicare Part A, Medicare Part B or who are conditionally enrolled in or are entitled to enroll in Medicare Part A are not required to re-verify citizenship as they have already verified this information for the Social Security Administration.  Enter a “Y” to the question, “IS HE/SHE A U.S. CITIZEN?” and enter the citizenship verification source “OR”.]
